
Student’s body washes ashore on BFH beach
TDT | Manama 

In a suspected suicide, the body of a 
22-year-old expatriate student was 
found washed ashore on Bahrain 

Financial Harbour beach yesterday. 
The deceased was identified as Prabha 

Subramaniyan, a student of the Univer-
sity of Bahrain. She was also an alumnus 

of Indian School Bahrain.
Confirming the incident, the Interior 

Ministry said on its Twitter handle that 
it has launched a probe into the death. 

“A body of an Asian woman, 22, found 
in the sea in the Bahrain Bay area. An 
investigation has been launched to know 
the reason behind the death,” the minis-
try said. 

Sources said Prabha’s father is a known 
businessman. “She is survived by her 
father, mother and an elder brother,” 
sources added.  

Last May, a 14-year-old student at-
tempted suicide by jumping off his 
school building. Tribune spoke to lead-
ing psychiatrists Anisha Abraham and 
Mariam Alamadi, who said the young 
are committing suicide due to their in-
ability to face challenges in the early 
stages of life. 

“Students should be assessed for their 
level of suicide risk and a treatment plan 
should be put in place,” they added.  
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Kate Winslet held her 
breath underwater for 
7 minutes for ‘Avatar’ 
sequel: Cameron
Filmmaker James Cam-
eron says Oscar-winning 
actor Kate Winslet was 
“excited” about doing the 
underwater scenes for 
“Avatar” sequel. P14
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HRH the Crown Prince hails EDB efforts towards creating large number of new jobs last year   

• HRH the Crown 
Prince stressed the 
EDB’s efforts in 
attracting international 
investments during 
last year.

• The EDB Board 
stressed prioritising 
skills, infrastructure 
and legislative 
development to support 
emerging companies.  

Manama 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  the Crown 

Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and Chairman of the 
Economic Development Board 
(EDB) yesterday chaired the EDB 
board meeting held at the organ-
isation’s headquarters at Bahrain 
Bay.

During the meeting, HRH the 
Crown Prince emphasised that 
Bahraini citizens continue to be 
placed at the core of the King-
dom’s development plans, in line 
with the vision of His Majesty 
King Hamad, and noted that the 
creation of high-quality jobs is a 
key component of the Kingdom’s 
inward investment efforts.

HRH the Crown Prince went 
on to highlight the EDB’s achieve-
ments during 2018, focusing in 
particular on efforts to further 
develop the Kingdom’s key sec-
tors by boosting co-operation 
between the public and private 

sectors. 
HRH the Crown Prince further 

noted the EDB’s efforts in attract-
ing international investments 
during last year.

HRH the Crown Prince stressed 
that, in line with its mandate to 
accelerate economic develop-
ment and diversification, the EDB 
should continue to prioritise for-
eign investments and build on its 

achievements during 2018.
Khalid Al Rumaihi, EDB Chief 

Executive, then gave a pres-
entation on the organisation’s 
achievements during last year. 

He noted that the EDB was able 
to exceed its targets during 2018, 
successfully attracting foreign 
investments of BD 314 million 
from 92 local and international 
companies. 

He added that these efforts 
will contribute to the creation of 
more than 4,700 jobs in the next 
three years. 

Mr Al Rumaihi went on to 
outline the Board’s intention to 
target inward investment by fur-
ther strengthening and actively 
promoting Bahrain’s supportive 
and competitive business envi-
ronment. His Excellency noted 
the Bahrain’s strategic devel-
opment plan will contribute to 

provide high quality jobs across 
the Kingdom’s strategic sectors.

He went on to highlight the 
results of an EDB survey into the 
effects of the fourth industrial 
revolution (industry 4.0), a trend 
of automation and data exchange 
in manufacturing technologies. 

In this regard, Mr Al Rumaihi 
identified a number of challenges 
faced by the Kingdom’s indus-
trial and manufacturing compa-
nies and concluded by proposing 
solutions to overcome these ob-
stacles.

For its part, the EDB Board 
stressed that prioritising skills, 
infrastructure and legislative de-
velopment to support emerging 
companies – especially in the 
FinTech sector – will help the 
Kingdom continue to attract ro-
bust investments in industrial 
technology and other sectors. 

Jobs for 
all plan

HRH the Crown Prince chairs the meeting. 

4,700
 jobs will be created in the 
next three years as per the 
plans devised by the EDB. 

Prabha Subramaniyan

Mega tourism 
projects set  
Riyadh 

Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Mohammed Bin 

Salman launched yesterday 
mega tourism projects in the 
ancient city of Al Ula, that 
includes a resort designed 
by a renowned French ar-
chitect and a nature reserve, 
both called Sharaan. 

Jean Nouvel, the French 
architect who designed 
Louvre Abu Dhabi, will 
build a resort in the moun-
tains of Al Ula as part of a 
plan launched on Sunday 
night to transform the home 
of ancient civilisations into 
a destination for visitors 
from around the world.

Pope Francis 
praises UAE
Dubai  

Pope Francis has praised 
the UAE, describing it as a 

“modern country looking to 
the future without forgetting 
its roots.”

Speaking in a video message 
broadcast Sunday at the first 
day of the World Government 
Summit in Dubai, he said he 
hoped his visit to the UAE last 
week was the start of change. 

“I carry in my heart the 
visit I just made to the UAE 
and the warm welcome I re-
ceived,” he said.

In a first

Aysha Al Sulaiti became the first Bahraini woman to 
be appointed as the marshal officer at the Bahrain 
International Airport. The 25 years old aircraft engineer 
works for Bahrain Airport Company.  
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Celebrating confluence of cultures 
Royal University for Women organises first International Cultural Festival  

His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa received senior Royal Family members and 
officials, at the Gudaibiya Palace yesterday. HRH Premier asserted that achieving a better life for the citizens in various 
fields is a government priority, noting that empowering the Bahraini citizens and making them effective contributors 
to building and developing their nation are the goals of continuous efforts to build the Bahraini society. HRH the Prime 
Minister highlighted the importance of national cohesion in strengthening national unity and increasing national gains, 
in light of the Bahraini people’s dedication, giving and distinction. 

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister yesterday received the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, Don Pramudwinai, at 
Gudaibiya Palace. During the meeting, HRH the Crown Prince and the Minister of Foreign Affairs discussed bilateral 
relations between Bahrain and Thailand and reviewed areas of mutual interest.  

Many cultural activities were organised as part of the event. 

• The ceremony 
began with a speech 
by Dr David Stewart, 
President of Royal 
University for Women, 
during which he 
expressed the honour 
of having the patronage 
of Shaikha Mai. 

TDT | Manama

Under the patronage of 
Shaikha Mai bint Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa, 

President of the Bahrain Au-
thority for Culture and Antiq-
uities and in cooperation with 
the ASEAN Bahrain Council, 
Royal University for Women 
held its first International Cul-
tural Festival at the University 
campus in Riffa. 

The event was attended by 
Shaikh Daij Bin Issa Al Khali-
fa, President of ASEAN Bahrain 
Council and Dr Shaikha Rana 
bint Isa Al Khalifa, Under-
secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and a number 
of ambassadors and repre-
sentatives of the international 
communities in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. 

The ceremony began with 
a speech by Dr David Stewart, 
President of Royal University 
for Women, during which he 
expressed the honour of hav-
ing the patronage of Shaikha 
Mai. 

He said: “The Royal Uni-
versity for Women embraces 
many different communities 
and cultures from more than 
28 countries around the world. 
This is reflected in the aca-
demic faculty, administration 
and students, in which it is 
creating a kind of cultural, 
open sphere communication 
and an environment that en-
courages openness and toler-

ance among cultures.” 
He added: “Today, we cele-

brate our traditions, languages   
and history, and the atmosphere 
that the Kingdom has provided 
for coexistence and tolerance 
between cultures and religions. 
The Kingdom is the best exam-
ple of the unity of individuals in 
multiculturalism environment 
and its showing the best adop-
tion of the meaning of coexist-
ence since the creation of this 
land and through the many civi-
lisations that have passed on it.” 

The event witnessed huge at-
tendance from the public and 
enjoyable moments with many 
popular cultural events in the 
festival, including traditional 
dance performances of the Re-
public of Pakistan, the Philip-
pines, Thailand and Indonesia, 
as well as traditional costumes of 
the Kingdom, Korea, Morocco, 
Yemen, Egypt and Malaysia, and 
live cooking of traditional cui-
sines of ASEAN countries includ-
ing Malaysia, Philippines and 
other participating countries.
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Mental health test for Sudanese 
expat accused of killing Indian  

Defendant, who came to the Kingdom in search of job, charged with premeditated murder    

• The report stated 
that the Indian national 
was strangled to death 
after he was beaten up.

TDT | Manama

A Sudani national accused 
of murdering  an Indi-
an national, has been 

ordered by the High Criminal 
Court to be mentally evaluated.

 The accused had told judg-
es that he killed a drunken 
Indian national because “he 
loves Bahrain and hates seeing 
drunk people walking on public 
roads”.

Shockingly, the 41-year-old 

man carried out an ‘Islamic 
State killing ’, where he tor-
tured his victim to death while 
recording the murder using 
a camera, according to court 
files.

The Sudani national mur-
dered the victim after encoun-
tering him on a public road at 
dawn.

He also sodomised him while 
he was dying, according to 
medical reports.  

The report stated that the 
Indian man was strangled to 
death after he was beaten up. 

The Sudani national said he 
did everything out of his love 
for Bahrain and refusal to see 
drunk men walking publicly.

The defendant came to Bah-
rain in search of a job and he is 

a holder of a medical engineer-
ing certificate.

“I came to Bahrain four 
months ago, looking for a job. 
My sister works as a doctor at 
a hospital here. Her employers 

sponsored me, but I couldn’t 
find a job,” the defendant said 
in his statement yesterday be-
fore the High Criminal Court. 

“I didn’t have any relationship 
with the victim. I saw him on 
the day of the incident at dawn 
and he was drunk. I was talking 
with my Bahraini friends on the 
road and I stopped him.

“I asked him about his reli-
gion and because I love Bahrain 
and I don’t like to see drunk 
people walking in public. I or-
dered him to show me his ID. 
But he ran away,” he added. 

The defendant got to know 
about the accommodation of 
his victim through one of his 
friends.

“I went to his apartment 
because I wanted to advise 

him. He opened the door for me, 
and I entered inside. He locked 
the door and attacked me. And 
I responded in self-defence,” he 
revealed.

The court documents say 

the defendant then proceeded 
with torturing the victim and 
he killed him.

To mislead investigators, he 
is said to have written slogans 
on the walls of the apartment 
with an intention to get people 
belonging to a certain sect in-
dicted in the murder.   

“I decided to pour Chlorine 
on the body of the victim be-
cause I saw in movies that they 
were using chemicals to conceal 
the traces of the crimes. I also 
poured alcohol and powder all 
around the apartment.

“Before I left I wrote some 
slogans on the walls to mislead 
investigators,” he explained.

The defendant has been 
charged with premeditated 
murder. 

I decided to 
pour Chlorine on 
the body of the 
victim because 
I saw in movies 
that they were 

using chemicals to 
conceal the traces 

of the crimes.
THE ACCUSED

Abdul Nahas was brutally murdered, 
according to prosecutors. 

Wholesale ex-ante regulation from terminating messaging services removed
TDT | Manama 

The Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority 
(TRA) has published its 

final determination in relation to 
its review of competition in the 
wholesale Mobile Termination 
Markets in Bahrain.

In its final decision, the TRA 
concluded that messaging ter-
mination services on individu-
al Mobile Networks Operators 
(MNOs) should no longer be sus-
ceptible to ex-ante regulation, 
while the wholesale market for 

call termination services still 
remains susceptible to ex-ante 
regulation by TRA. 

These determinations have 
been taken based on the recent 
developments and changes in 
the market. The number of mes-
sages sent by residential custom-
ers has significantly declined 
due to the existence of other 
alternatives such as Internet 
applications with a high pene-
tration rate of mobile Internet 
services that enable residential 
customers to use such applica-
tions.

Moreover, the prices of mes-
saging termination services on 
individual mobile networks in 

Bahrain are much lower than 
those in the developed coun-
tries.

 “The TRA continuously re-
views the telecommunications 
markets, studies their develop-
ments and determines the need 
for ex-ante regulation and pro-
cedures to maintain competition 
and the interests of subscribers. 

“With regard to the deregu-
lation of messaging termination 
services, this move will allow 
licensees in Bahrain to flexibly 
compete with foreign companies 
in providing SMS services specifi-
cally to business customers, there-
by thriving their revenues for the 
benefit of the national economy. 

“This move could also re-
duce the volume of random and 
anonymous text messages,” said 
TRA Director of Market and 
Competition Mohamed Yusuf 
AlBinali.

“The TRA will closely monitor 
market developments resulted 
from deregulating wholesale 
messaging termination rates on 
the relevant wholesale and retail 
markets and it will take necessary 
actions to ensure that competi-
tion and the interests of end users 
are protected,” Mohamed AlBinali 
added.

This move could 
also reduce the 
volume of random 
and anonymous text 
messages. 
MR ALBINALI 

The Bahraini professional PlayStation player, A Hakam has broken the world 
record for the third time to enter Guinness Book for having the most overall 
trophies in the world. 

Guinness honourTamkeen revamping programmes as 
part of ‘efforts to maximise benefits’  

• Mr, Hasan further 
noted that the 
revamped programme 
would focus on 
enhancing employment 
opportunities for recent 
graduates and new hires, 
adding that Tamkeen’s 
support for this category 
will reach up to 70 per 
cent of the wage during 
their first year on the job.

TDT | Manama 

Tamkeen’s Chief Executive 
Dr Ebrahim Mohammed 
Janahi confirmed that 

Tamkeen is currently in the 
midst of revamping the Enter-
prise Development Programme 
and Training and Wage Support 
programmes, in line with its ef-
forts to enhancing the sustaina-
bility of the impact of the support 
and maximising their benefits as 
per market requirements. 

With regard to the Training 
and Wage Support Programme, 
Mr Janahi said in a statement 

that, when receiving applications 
will be resumed, applications 
concerning the hires made dur-
ing the application suspension 
period while the programme was 
being revamped will be evaluat-
ed in accordance with the new 
terms and conditions which aim 
to broaden the opportunities for 
a wide range of individuals and 
enterprises. 

The retroactive evaluation of 
the applications of the individ-
uals employed during the ap-
plication suspension period will 
ensure that Bahrainis continue 
to benefit from the programme. 

Qusay Al Arayed, Chief Ex-
ecutive for Customer Support 

and Operations at Tamkeen not-
ed that the revamped Training 
and Wage Support Programme 
would contribute to supporting 
the employment of Bahrainis 
in the labour market by incor-
porating a broader segment of 
individuals to enhance their em-
ployment opportunities.

Mr Al Arayed went on to add 
that in line with the efforts to 
achieve the objectives of enhanc-
ing the impact of the support 
programmes for a broader seg-
ment of enterprises and individ-
uals and in line with best global 
practices in this regard, the sup-
port, the categories of support 
for the Training and Wage Sup-

port Program will be expanded 
from two to four categories.

The four categories include: 
New Employees for individuals 
the age of 30 with no previous 
work experience), employees 
aged 18 to 24 years with 24 
months of work experience 
who are non-bachelor’s degree 
holders, employees under the 
age of 30 with 24 months of ex-
perience, and finally, employ-
ees under the age of 35 with 24 
months to 60 months of work 
experience.

Operational Performance Sen-
ior Manager Ali Hasan said that 
the new support categories will 
allow Tamkeen to expand the 
support to a broader segment to 
meet the needs of both individ-
uals and enterprises, as well as 
ensure the delivery of the very 
highest levels of support for their 
continued growth and develop-
ment. 

Mr, Hasan further noted that 
the revamped programme would 
focus on enhancing employment 
opportunities for recent gradu-
ates and new hires, adding that 
Tamkeen’s support for this cate-
gory will reach up to 70 per cent 
of the wage during their first 
year on the job.

The revamp is line 
with its efforts 
to enhancing the 
sustainability of the 
impact of the support 
and maximising their 
benefits as per market 
requirements. 
MR JANAHI 

Shura congratulates leadership
Manama 

Shura members yesterday 
celebrated the 18th Na-
tional Action Charter’s 

voting anniversary under the 
patronage of Chairman Ali bin 
Saleh Al Saleh. 

Marking the national occa-
sion, they extended sincere 
congratulations to HM King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, HRH 
Prime Minister Prince Khali-
fa bin Salman Al Khalifa and 
HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-

ad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Min-
ister. 

Mr Al Saleh reiterated loy-
alty to HM the King and the 
homeland, stressing resolve to 
push on with the development 
and prosperity process and to 
achieve sustainable develop-
ment. 

He noted the national suc-
cesses made through the past 
18 years thanks to the efforts of 
the Bahraini people. 
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The society is now 
required to pay the 
amount. However, it 
is approaching the 

court. 
SOURCES  

Civil society faces legal action 
‘over unpaid power, water bills’  

Al Hekma Society offers services to retired Bahrainis from both public and private sectors    
TDT | Manama 

A civil society that offers 
services to retirees in 
Bahrain is now facing 

legal action for not paying its 
electricity and water bills, which 
has piled up to around BD70,000, 
Tribune has learnt.

Sources confirmed that Al 
Hekma Retired Society, locat-
ed in Buhair-Riffa, owes the 
Electricity and Water Authority 
(EWA) arrears of BD67,000 in 
unpaid electricity and water bills 
issued between the years 2008 
and 2014.

The matter has been referred 
to the courts as the society’s ad-
ministration pleaded that the 
accumulated amount is a result 

of a misunderstanding and that 
the society did not deliberately 
ignore the bills.

According to the sources, the 
society’s administration was 
promised to be exempted from 
paying for the supply of elec-
tricity and water services, as per 
correspondence with the con-
cerned authorities before the 
establishment of the society’s 
current headquarters back in 
2008.

Apparently, the issue came as 
a result of an unintentional mis-
take as informed by the sources, 
who explained that the society’s 

electricity meter was fixed in-
side the governmental electricity 
control room that is placed with-
in the society’s premises.

The meter, which was alleg-
edly not acknowledged by the 
society as it believed that it was 
exempted from paying for the 
services, has been adding units 
as the society consumed water 
and electricity during the last 
six years. 

Additionally,  the society 
claimed that it didn’t receive 
any bills throughout that period 
and that it only discovered the 
matter in September 2014. 

The sources said that the so-
ciety is now required to pay the 
amount, adding that the issue 
has been referred to the court, 
which is still studying the case. 

A new meter has been fixed in 
the society, which is now com-
mitted to paying the monthly 
bills since January 1, 2015.   

Established in 1989, Al Hek-
ma Retired Society is regis-
tered with the Labour and So-
cial Development Ministry as a 
Non-Government Organisation 
(NGO) that offers its services to 
retired Bahrainis of both gen-
ders. 

The society has today around 
5,000 members that consist of 
retired consultants, experts and 
directors who served in both the 
private and public sectors.

67,000
Bahraini dinars in arrears 
now needed to be settled 
by the society with EWA.  

Terror convict loses appeal
TDT | Manama 

The High Appeals Court 
has upheld the conviction 
of a man tried in connec-

tion with joining the terrorist or-
ganisation February 14 Coalition. 

The defendant earlier stood 
before the High Criminal Court 
alongside four others, two of 
whom received 15 years in prison 
each, while he received five years 
behind bars with two others. 

All of the defendants’ Bahraini 
nationality was revoked because 
they were tried on terrorism-re-
lated charges. 

According to court files, the ac-
cused men were active between 
2012 and 2014 and the second 
defendant was financing their 
activities. 

He said to have injected 

BD140,000 to fund executing 
their terrorist plans and he was 
helped by his four co-defendants, 
including the appellant. 

Prosecutors said that the sec-
ond defendant was receiving or-
ders from terrorist figures living 
outside Bahrain. And he was 
implementing the plans he was 
receiving. 

Online transactions worth 
BD120m recorded last year 

TDT | Manama 

Financial transactions 
worth BD120 million were 
carried out electronical-

ly through government smart-
phone applications in 2018, 
Information and eGovernment 
Authority (IGA) recently re-
vealed. 

According to the latest statis-
tics released by the authority, 
214,000 financial transactions 
were made through the apps 
out of a total of 1.3 million other 
transactions.

The figures also showed a 
growth in the amounts paid 
through the eGovernment Na-
tional Portal (www.bahrain.bh) 
and other electronic portals of 
different government bodies by 
BD45 million in comparison to 
2017, which witnessed around 
BD75 million worth online fi-
nancial transactions.

The authority revealed that 
electronic financial transac-
tions worth BD28.6 million was 
made through the eGovern-
ment National Portal alone in 

the months of October (BD9m), 
November (BD9.6m) and De-

cember (BD10m).
The highest number of fi-

nancial transactions was re-
corded in October with more 
than 96,000 transactions, while 
88,000 and 90,000 transactions 
were recorded in November and 
December, respectively. 

The month of October also 
recorded the highest number of 
visits to the eGovernment Na-
tional Portal with 539,000 visits, 
while 460,000 visits to the site 
were recorded in November and 
503,000 visits in December.

96,000
electronic transactions 

were recorded in October, 
according to IGA.  

The second defendant 
was receiving orders 

from terrorist 
figures living outside 
Bahrain and he was 
implementing plans 

accordingly. 
PROSECUTORS 

Expat cultural association celebrates founder’s birth anniversary 

TDT | Manama 

Kerala Social and Cultural 
Association (KSCA) cel-
ebrated the 142nd birth 

anniversary of its founder leader 
and social reformer Mannathu 
Padmanabhan. 

More than 3,000 people at-

tended this celebration named 
“Hariharalayam” held at Indian 
School Bahrain. 

Member of Parliament and 
popular Indian film actor Suresh 
Gopi inaugurated the function. 

KSCA President Pambavasan 
Nair presided over the function 
and spoke about the contribu-
tions made by the charismatic 

leader towards the community 
and the society. 

General Secretary Santhosh 
Kumar presented the welcome 
speech.

The association felicitated 
three eminent personalities 
from different fields. Mannam 
Award was presented to the re-
nowned poet, lyricist and schol-

ar Ramesan Nair. 
He has written lyrics for more 

than 400 film songs and 2,000 
devotional songs.  He has trans-
lated many Tamil literature to 
Malayalam. He was bestowed 
with more than 50 awards and 
accolades including the prestig-
ious Kendra Sahithya Academy 
Award 2018.  

A jury of five members with 
Anil Kumar as the Chairman 
unanimously selected Rame-
san Nair as the Mannam Awar-
dee.

Star Icon Award was present-
ed to Jagadish Kumar, a versatile 
Indian film actor, screenwrit-
er and judge of many popular 
television programmes for his 

outstanding contributions to the 
Indian Cinema. 

Pravasi Ratna award for busi-
ness excellence was present-
ed to K G Baburajan, an emi-
nent businessman in Bahrain 
and Qatar. He is the Chairman 
and Managing Director of BKG 
Holdings and Qatar Engineering 
Laboratories.  

Mr Gopi honours Mr Jagadish, Mr Nair and Mr Baburajan at the event in the presence of KSCA members and dignitaries.  
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Malaysia, Singapore 
tensions flare after boat 
collision
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

A Malaysian government 
vessel has collided with 

a ship in waters disputed 
by Singapore and Malay-
sia, sparking a fresh flare-
up of maritime tensions on 
Sunday between the neigh-
bours.

Malaysian authorities im-
pounded the Greek-flagged 
bulk carrier, the Pireas, and 
detained its crew after the 
collision Saturday with the 
Malaysian boat Polaris.

The neighbours have had 
testy relations since Malay-
sia evicted the island from 
the Malaysian Federation 
in 1965, ending a brief and 
stormy union of the former 
British colonies.

Ties have gone up and 
down over the years but 
have been shaky since Ma-
laysia’s Mahathir Moham-
ad -- who has long had a 
prickly relationship with 
Singapore -- returned to the 
premiership with a shock 
election victory last year.

Maritime tensions began 
rising late last year when 
Singapore accused Malay-
sia of extending its claims 
in the strait that separates 
the neighbours into what 
had long been accepted as 
the city-state’s territorial 
waters.

Firefighters climb a fire ladder to extinguish a fire caused by an explosion in a 
bakery in the rue de Vienne, in the south of Lyon

Mother and child die in French fire
Lyon, France

A woman and a child were 
killed in a fire in the east-

ern city of Lyon believed to have 
been sparked by a gas blast in a 
bakery, authorities said.

The fire comes days after 10 
people were killed in a blaze 
at a Paris apartment building 
and a month after a massive 
gas explosion in the centre of 
the capital that left four dead 
in a building that also housed a 
bakery. The Lyon fire broke out 
Saturday night after the blast in 
the bakery on the ground floor 
of the two-storey building. 

“Two bodies were found, that 
of a woman and a child,” Lyon’s 
public prosecutor Nicolas Jac-
quet said, adding that police 
were investigating the cause of 
the blaze.

Witnesses told AFP that a man 
who suffered minor injuries 
after jumping from the second 
floor told the fire service that 

his pregnant wife and child 
were still inside. Three pas-
sersby were also slightly hurt.

“Blue flames several metres 
high rose up from the bakery 
and engulfed the upper floors,” 
Chahine Reghi, a man living 
across the street, said.

Tuesday’s inferno in Paris 
was started by a resident with 
psychological problems, inves-
tigators said. The suspect, who 
is in her 40s, has been charged 
over the fire, which was the 
deadliest in the city in over a 
decade.

Louvre Abu Dhabi introduces 
Rembrandt and Vermeer

Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates

The Louvre Abu Dhabi, the 
first museum to carry the 

famed name outside of France, 
announced yesterday it will roll 
out works by Dutch masters 
Rembrandt and Vermeer this 
month. Works by the two artists 
are part of the gallery’s first 
exhibition this year, entitled 
“Rembrandt, Vermeer and the 
Dutch Golden Age: Masterpiec-
es from The Leiden collection 
and the Musee du Louvre”.

The exhibit, on display in the 

United Arab Emirates capital 
from February 14 to May 18, is 
dedicated to the famed “fijn-
schilders” -- fine painters -- of 
the Netherlands.

“Rembrandt is a master of 
the Golden Age,” museum head 
Manuel Rabate said.

“He’s a universal genius, he’s 
connected to the world.”

The exhibition features 95 
works, including Vermeer’s 
“Young Woman Seated at a Vir-
ginal” alongside Rembrandt’s 
“Portrait of a Man” and “Study 
of the Head and Clasped Hands 
of a Young Man as Christ in 
Prayer”.

The museum has also ac-
quired Rembrandt’s “Head of a 
young man, with clasped hands: 
Study of the figure of Christ” as 
part of its permanent collection. 

The Louvre Abu Dhabi was 
inaugurated with great pomp 
in November 2017 -- nearly 
five years behind schedule -- 
by French President Emma-
nuel Macron and Abu Dhabi’s 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al-Nahyan.

The museum has reportedly 
cost the UAE around $1 billion, 
including upwards of $500 mil-
lion to use France’s “Louvre” 
brand. 

The Louvre Abu Dhabi, the first museum to carry the famed name outside of France, announced Sunday it would roll out 
works by Dutch masters Rembrandt and Vermeer this month.

Turkey building collapse toll rises to 21
Istanbul, Turkey

The death toll from the 
collapse of an apartment 

building in Istanbul rose to 21 
Saturday, as President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said authorities 
have “lessons to learn” from the 
incident.

The eight-storey block in 
the Kartal district on the Asian 
side of the city collapsed on 
Wednesday but the cause is not 
yet clear. 

Erdogan, visiting the site Sat-

urday, said: “We have a great 
number of lessons to learn from 
this. We will take the necessary 
measures.”

Interior Minister Suleyman 
Soylu, meanwhile, told report-
ers that the toll from the build-
ing collapse had risen to 21 dead 
and 14 injured.

“We estimate that there were 
35 people trapped under the 
rubble and we have now ac-
counted for 35,” he said while 
stressing that search operations 
would continue as before.

Rescuers work at the site of a building 
that collpased in Istanbul’s Kartal

Prince Philip, 97, gives up 
licence after car crash
London, United Kingdom

Queen Elizabeth II’s 97-year-
old husband Prince Philip 

on Saturday surrendered his 
driving licence after causing 
a car crash that outraged the 
media and stirred a debate 
about old age and driving.

Buckingham Palace said 
Philip -- formally known as 
the Duke of Edinburgh -- took 
the decision on his own after 
rolling over his Land Rover 
last month.

“After careful consideration 
the Duke of Edinburgh has 
taken the decision to volun-
tarily surrender his driving 
licence,” Buckingham Palace 
said in a brief statement.

Police in the eastern part of 
England where the accident 
happened outside a royal res-
idence said they had passed 
Philip’s file to prosecutors to 
determine whether anyone 
should be charged.

“Norfolk Police can confirm 
that the 97-year-old driver of 
the Land Rover involved in 
the collision at Sandringham 
... voluntarily surrendered his 
licence to officers,” said a po-
lice statement.

“The investigation file for 
the collision has been passed 
to the Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice (CPS) for their consider-
ation.”

A CPS spokesman said the 
service “will take this develop-
ment into account” as it stud-
ies Philip’s case.

Few royal watchers serious-
ly expect the duke to be pun-
ished by the police.

A witness told British me-
dia that Philip had emerged 
unharmed but “shocked and 
shaken” from the collision 
with the much smaller Kia 
hatchback.

Police said a nine-month-old 
baby in the back seat of Kia 
was uninjured. One woman in 
the vehicle broke her wrist and 
the other cut her knee.

Prince Philip

Yemeni conjoined 
twins die in Sanaa

Reuters | Dubai

Newborn Yemeni  con-
joined twins whose plight 

sparked a plea for urgent med-
ical treatment overseas died in 
Sanaa Saturday. 

Abdelkhaleq and Abdelra-
him were born outside San-
aa around two weeks ago and 
shared a kidney and a pair of 
legs but had separate hearts 

and lungs.
The head of paediatrics at 

Sanaa’s Al-Thawra hospital, 
Dr Faisal al-Babili, said his de-
partment lacked the facilities to 
treat or separate the newborn 
boys and appealed on Wednes-
day for help from abroad.

Late on Wednesday, the head 
of Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
Aid and Relief Centre, Abdullah 
al-Rabeeah, said he had a team 
that was prepared to treat them.

Health services have col-
lapsed as the conflict has 
ground on and most hospitals 
are not equipped to provide 
specialist treatment for rare 
conditions.

Bringing patients out for 
treatment poses enormous 
logistical challenges. 

The government accuses 
the rebels of smuggling arms 
through the airport and Hodei-
da -- a rebel-held port city. 

A doctor cares for conjoined twin boys, Abdelkhaleq and Abdelkarim (file)
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An Indian Sikh devotee gives bath to her daughter in the holy sarovar (water tank) during Basant Panchami celebrations at the Sikh Shrine Gurudwara Chheharta 
Sahib on the outskirts of Amritsar. Basant Panchami is a Hindu festival which celebrates the arrival of the spring.
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Sisi takes helm at African Union
AFP | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame, who led an ac-
tive, reformist tenure as 

African Union chair, yesterday 
passed the baton to Egypt, seen 
as more likely to focus on secu-
rity issues than expanding the 
body’s powers.

Egyptian President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi officially took over the 
rotating post of ceremonial head 
of the AU at the start of a two-day 
summit in Addis Ababa.

The meeting highlighted the 
“links between the Mediterrane-
an and Lake Victoria,” as a met-
aphor for sub-Saharan Africa.

“Egypt has an interest in Afri-
ca, they want to strengthen their 
position on the African conti-
nent and they don’t want to be 
seen as a country only focused 
on the Arab world,” said Liesl 
Louw-Vaudran, an analyst at the 
Institute for Security Studies.

Kagame’s leadership of the 
AU focused on institutional and 
administrative reforms. Sisi 
however is expected to focus 
more on security, peacekeeping 
and post-war reconstruction, 
issues closely tied to the AU’s 
2019 theme of “Refugees, Re-
turnees and Internally Displaced 
Persons”.

“The road is still long” in 
terms of reaching the AU’s goal 

of “silencing the guns” by 2020, 
Sisi told delegates on Sunday. He 
announced he would hold a “fo-
rum for peace and development” 
in the town of Aswan, southern 
Egypt, in 2019.

U n i t e d  Na t i o n s  S e c r e -
tary-General Antonio Guterres 
said Saturday that peaceful 
elections in DR Congo, Mali 
and Madagascar, peace deals in 
South Sudan and Central African 
Republic and the truce between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, were how-
ever signs of a “wind of hope” on 
the continent.

Guterres also hailed the sol-
idarity shown in Africa, where 
countries house nearly a third of 
refugees and displaced people in 
the world.

“Despite the continent’s own 
social, economic and security 
challenges, Africa’s governments 
and people have kept borders, 
doors and hearts open to mil-
lions in need,” he said.

“Unfortunately, this example 
has not been followed every-
where.”

The chairmanship of the AU 
rotates between the five regions 
of the continent, and South Af-
rica will take over from Egypt 
next year.

Reforms and resistance
While multiple crises on the 

continent will be on the agenda 

of heads of state from the 55 
member nations, the summit 
will also focus on institutional 
reforms, and the establishment 
of a continent-wide free trade 
zone.

While the Continental Free 

Trade Area (CFTA) was agreed by 
44 nations in March 2018, only 
19 countries have so far ratified 
the agreement. It requires 22 to 
ratify it for it to come into effect.

The single market is a flag-
ship of the AU’s “Agenda 2063” 

programme, conceived as key 
to transforming the continent’s 
economies.

Cairo is backing the initiative, 
but analysts say it will be less 
likely to focus on the financial 
and administrative reforms 

pushed by Kagame.
Kagame, who has been leading 

institutional reforms since 2016, 
pushed for a continent-wide im-
port tax to fund the AU and re-
duce its dependence on external 
donors, who still pay for more 
than half the institution’s annual 
budget.

But member states have re-
sisted both this and moves to 
strengthen the powers of the 
AU Commission, its executive 
organ. In November 2018, most 
states rejected a proposal to give 
the head of the AU Commission 
the power to name deputies and 
commissioners.

Kagame suffered a setback af-
ter expressing “serious doubts” 
on behalf of the AU about the re-
sults of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s recent presidential 
election, which was officially 
won by Felix Tshisekedi. 

T h e  c o u n t r y ’s  C a t h o l i c 
church had also questioned the  
result.

But the DRC’s constitution-
al court validated the results 
anyway and continental heavy-
weights South Africa, Kenya and 
Egypt acknowledged Tshiseke-
di’s victory.

“This whole thing was an 
embarrassment for the AU, it 
showed the limitations of what 
the AU chairperson can do,” said 
Jobson.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (R) speaks with outgoing African Union Chairman and Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame, after al-Sisi was elected new Chairman of the African Union during the 32nd African Union (AU) summit in Addis 
Ababa

US, N. Korea to continue 
summit talks next week

Seoul, South Korea

The United States and 
North Korea will hold fur-

ther talks next week to prepare 
for a second summit between 
President Donald Trump and 
Kim Jong Un later this month, 
Seoul said yesterday. 

The news comes a day after 
Stephen Biegun, the US Spe-
cial Representative for North 
Korea, said more dialogue was 
needed ahead of the summit 
scheduled in Vietnam.

“North Korea and the US 
have agreed to continue nego-
tiations in a third country in 
Asia during the week of Feb-
ruary 17,” Seoul’s presidential 
spokesman Kim Eui-kyeom 
told reporters.

He did not provide further 
details.

Biegun travelled to Pyong-
yang earlier this month for 
three days of preparatory 
meetings with North Korean 
officials, with the State De-
partment saying the talks fo-
cused on Trump and Kim’s 
“commitments of complete 

denuclearisation, transform-
ing US-DPRK relations and 
building a lasting peace on the 
Korean Peninsula”.

Trump and Kim are due to 
meet in Hanoi from February 
27 to 28 following their land-
mark first summit in Singapore 
last June.

That meeting -- the first-ever 
between the leaders of the US 
and North Korea -- produced 
a vaguely-worded document 
in which Kim pledged to work 
towards “the denuclearisation 
of the Korean peninsula”.

But progress has since 
stalled with the two sides dis-
agreeing over what that means 
and analysts say tangible pro-
gress on denuclearisation will 
be needed for the second sum-
mit if it is to avoid being dis-
missed as “reality TV”.

Trump’s own intelligence 
chief, Dan Coats, have ex-
pressed scepticism over the 
North’s denuclearisation, and 
told the Senate Intelligence 
Committee that Pyongyang 
was “unlikely to completely 
give up its nuclear weapons”.

US special representative for North Korea Stephen Biegun (R) shakes hands 
with South Korea’s Special Representative for Korean Peninsula Peace 
and Security Affairs Lee Do-hoon (L) prior to their meeting at the Foreign 
Ministry in Seoul

Accident involving UN armored 
vehicle kills four in Haiti
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

A traffic accident involving 
a United Nations armored 

vehicle killed four people and 
injured nine in Port-au-Prince 
on Saturday, according to po-
lice and the UN.

The vehicle of the United 
Nations Mission for Justice 
Support in Haiti (MINUJUSTH) 
lost the use of its brakes while 
driving in the capital and col-
lided with a collective taxi -- 
known as a tap-tap -- accord-
ing to witnesses.

An investigation is un-

d e r w a y  t o  d e t e r m i n e 
the specific cause of the  
accident.

“Four tap-tap passengers 
were killed and several others 
were injured in the accident,” 
police spokesman Gary Des-
rosiers said. 

Two MINUJUSTH policemen 
and a Haitian policeman were 
among the wounded, Des-
rosiers said.

MINUJUSTH put the toll at 
four dead and nine wounded, 
among them a Haitian citizen 
and eight United Nations po-
lice.

Renault denounces Nissan over 
Ghosn investigation: report
Paris, France

Lawyers for French carmak-
er Renault have criticised 

their Japanese alliance partner 
Nissan for its handling of an 
internal probe into the Car-
los Ghosn scandal, a Sunday 
newspaper has reported.

In a letter to Nissan dated 
January 19, the lawyers said 
they had “serious concerns 
about the methods used” by 
the company and its legal 
team, including the way they 
treated some Renault employ-
ees, according to France’s Le 

Journal du Dimanche.
“Renault has gathered suffi-

cient evidence to understand 
and regret the methods used 
by Nissan and its lawyers to 
seek interviews with Renault 
employees through the Jap-
anese public prosecutor’s of-
fice,” they said.

Carlos Ghosn
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Sahib on the outskirts of Amritsar. Basant Panchami is a Hindu festival which celebrates the arrival of the spring.
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Sisi takes helm at African Union
AFP | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame, who led an ac-
tive, reformist tenure as 

African Union chair, yesterday 
passed the baton to Egypt, seen 
as more likely to focus on secu-
rity issues than expanding the 
body’s powers.

Egyptian President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi officially took over the 
rotating post of ceremonial head 
of the AU at the start of a two-day 
summit in Addis Ababa.

The meeting highlighted the 
“links between the Mediterrane-
an and Lake Victoria,” as a met-
aphor for sub-Saharan Africa.

“Egypt has an interest in Afri-
ca, they want to strengthen their 
position on the African conti-
nent and they don’t want to be 
seen as a country only focused 
on the Arab world,” said Liesl 
Louw-Vaudran, an analyst at the 
Institute for Security Studies.

Kagame’s leadership of the 
AU focused on institutional and 
administrative reforms. Sisi 
however is expected to focus 
more on security, peacekeeping 
and post-war reconstruction, 
issues closely tied to the AU’s 
2019 theme of “Refugees, Re-
turnees and Internally Displaced 
Persons”.

“The road is still long” in 
terms of reaching the AU’s goal 

of “silencing the guns” by 2020, 
Sisi told delegates on Sunday. He 
announced he would hold a “fo-
rum for peace and development” 
in the town of Aswan, southern 
Egypt, in 2019.

U n i t e d  Na t i o n s  S e c r e -
tary-General Antonio Guterres 
said Saturday that peaceful 
elections in DR Congo, Mali 
and Madagascar, peace deals in 
South Sudan and Central African 
Republic and the truce between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, were how-
ever signs of a “wind of hope” on 
the continent.

Guterres also hailed the sol-
idarity shown in Africa, where 
countries house nearly a third of 
refugees and displaced people in 
the world.

“Despite the continent’s own 
social, economic and security 
challenges, Africa’s governments 
and people have kept borders, 
doors and hearts open to mil-
lions in need,” he said.

“Unfortunately, this example 
has not been followed every-
where.”

The chairmanship of the AU 
rotates between the five regions 
of the continent, and South Af-
rica will take over from Egypt 
next year.

Reforms and resistance
While multiple crises on the 

continent will be on the agenda 

of heads of state from the 55 
member nations, the summit 
will also focus on institutional 
reforms, and the establishment 
of a continent-wide free trade 
zone.

While the Continental Free 

Trade Area (CFTA) was agreed by 
44 nations in March 2018, only 
19 countries have so far ratified 
the agreement. It requires 22 to 
ratify it for it to come into effect.

The single market is a flag-
ship of the AU’s “Agenda 2063” 

programme, conceived as key 
to transforming the continent’s 
economies.

Cairo is backing the initiative, 
but analysts say it will be less 
likely to focus on the financial 
and administrative reforms 

pushed by Kagame.
Kagame, who has been leading 

institutional reforms since 2016, 
pushed for a continent-wide im-
port tax to fund the AU and re-
duce its dependence on external 
donors, who still pay for more 
than half the institution’s annual 
budget.

But member states have re-
sisted both this and moves to 
strengthen the powers of the 
AU Commission, its executive 
organ. In November 2018, most 
states rejected a proposal to give 
the head of the AU Commission 
the power to name deputies and 
commissioners.

Kagame suffered a setback af-
ter expressing “serious doubts” 
on behalf of the AU about the re-
sults of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo’s recent presidential 
election, which was officially 
won by Felix Tshisekedi. 

T h e  c o u n t r y ’s  C a t h o l i c 
church had also questioned the  
result.

But the DRC’s constitution-
al court validated the results 
anyway and continental heavy-
weights South Africa, Kenya and 
Egypt acknowledged Tshiseke-
di’s victory.

“This whole thing was an 
embarrassment for the AU, it 
showed the limitations of what 
the AU chairperson can do,” said 
Jobson.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (R) speaks with outgoing African Union Chairman and Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame, after al-Sisi was elected new Chairman of the African Union during the 32nd African Union (AU) summit in Addis 
Ababa

US, N. Korea to continue 
summit talks next week

Seoul, South Korea

The United States and 
North Korea will hold fur-

ther talks next week to prepare 
for a second summit between 
President Donald Trump and 
Kim Jong Un later this month, 
Seoul said yesterday. 

The news comes a day after 
Stephen Biegun, the US Spe-
cial Representative for North 
Korea, said more dialogue was 
needed ahead of the summit 
scheduled in Vietnam.

“North Korea and the US 
have agreed to continue nego-
tiations in a third country in 
Asia during the week of Feb-
ruary 17,” Seoul’s presidential 
spokesman Kim Eui-kyeom 
told reporters.

He did not provide further 
details.

Biegun travelled to Pyong-
yang earlier this month for 
three days of preparatory 
meetings with North Korean 
officials, with the State De-
partment saying the talks fo-
cused on Trump and Kim’s 
“commitments of complete 

denuclearisation, transform-
ing US-DPRK relations and 
building a lasting peace on the 
Korean Peninsula”.

Trump and Kim are due to 
meet in Hanoi from February 
27 to 28 following their land-
mark first summit in Singapore 
last June.

That meeting -- the first-ever 
between the leaders of the US 
and North Korea -- produced 
a vaguely-worded document 
in which Kim pledged to work 
towards “the denuclearisation 
of the Korean peninsula”.

But progress has since 
stalled with the two sides dis-
agreeing over what that means 
and analysts say tangible pro-
gress on denuclearisation will 
be needed for the second sum-
mit if it is to avoid being dis-
missed as “reality TV”.

Trump’s own intelligence 
chief, Dan Coats, have ex-
pressed scepticism over the 
North’s denuclearisation, and 
told the Senate Intelligence 
Committee that Pyongyang 
was “unlikely to completely 
give up its nuclear weapons”.

US special representative for North Korea Stephen Biegun (R) shakes hands 
with South Korea’s Special Representative for Korean Peninsula Peace 
and Security Affairs Lee Do-hoon (L) prior to their meeting at the Foreign 
Ministry in Seoul

Accident involving UN armored 
vehicle kills four in Haiti
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

A traffic accident involving 
a United Nations armored 

vehicle killed four people and 
injured nine in Port-au-Prince 
on Saturday, according to po-
lice and the UN.

The vehicle of the United 
Nations Mission for Justice 
Support in Haiti (MINUJUSTH) 
lost the use of its brakes while 
driving in the capital and col-
lided with a collective taxi -- 
known as a tap-tap -- accord-
ing to witnesses.

An investigation is un-

d e r w a y  t o  d e t e r m i n e 
the specific cause of the  
accident.

“Four tap-tap passengers 
were killed and several others 
were injured in the accident,” 
police spokesman Gary Des-
rosiers said. 

Two MINUJUSTH policemen 
and a Haitian policeman were 
among the wounded, Des-
rosiers said.

MINUJUSTH put the toll at 
four dead and nine wounded, 
among them a Haitian citizen 
and eight United Nations po-
lice.

Renault denounces Nissan over 
Ghosn investigation: report
Paris, France

Lawyers for French carmak-
er Renault have criticised 

their Japanese alliance partner 
Nissan for its handling of an 
internal probe into the Car-
los Ghosn scandal, a Sunday 
newspaper has reported.

In a letter to Nissan dated 
January 19, the lawyers said 
they had “serious concerns 
about the methods used” by 
the company and its legal 
team, including the way they 
treated some Renault employ-
ees, according to France’s Le 

Journal du Dimanche.
“Renault has gathered suffi-

cient evidence to understand 
and regret the methods used 
by Nissan and its lawyers to 
seek interviews with Renault 
employees through the Jap-
anese public prosecutor’s of-
fice,” they said.

Carlos Ghosn
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The ‘Freedom train’ 
In a rare success story, Zimbabwe’s only commuter train is packed

Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

Chugging through town-
ships, maize fields and 
scrubland as the sun ris-

es, Zimbabwe’s only commut-
er train is cheap and reliable -- 
two qualities that its passengers 
cherish in a downwards-spiral-
ling economy.

Each morning sleepy travel-
lers walk to the tracks and clam-
ber aboard before the train leaves 
the Cowdray Park settlement at 
6:00 am on its 20-kilometre (12-
mile) journey into Bulawayo, the 
country’s second city.

The hugely popular service 
was only revived in November 
after being suspended for 13 
years as the rail network col-
lapsed under President Robert 
Mugabe, who ruled for near-
ly four decades until ousted in 
2017.

At Cowdray Park, there is no 
platform, and no station except 
for a makeshift ticket office 
made out of an old carriage sit-
ting in a field.

En route, the train stops sev-
eral times in the open to pick up 
more passengers who stream in 
from surrounding homes, climb-
ing up the steps and 

squeezing into 14 packed car-
riages.

Soon after 7:00 am, it pulls 
into Bulawayo’s grand but di-
lapidated station and disgorges 
about 2,000 workers, uniformed 
school children and other trav-
ellers into the city centre, ready 
for the day ahead.

Infrastructure investment
“The prices for kombis (min-

ibuses) went up to two dollars, 
and that’s just too expensive,” 
said Sipeka Mushoma, 61, a 
heavy vehicle driver at a Bula-
wayo steel manufacturer, who 
managed to grab a precious early 
seat.

“The train is 50 cents. My chil-
dren have to get the kombi to go 
to school, but this saves me a lot 
of money to buy vegetables and 
bread. Zimbabweans are hurt-
ing badly, some of us are really 
starving now.”

The government last month 
announced that fuel prices 
would more than double -- trig-
gering violent protests, a securi-
ty crackdown and further pres-
sure on minibuses to hike 
prices.

Bulawayo once 
h a d 

two commuter  train  lines car-
rying workers in from either 
side of the city, while the capital 
Harare had three lines -- all of 
them dubbed “Freedom Trains” 
as they allowed passengers to 
avoid higher road costs.

The services were scrapped 
around 2006, and the Cowdray 
Park line is the only one to be re-
launched in a $2.5-million pro-
ject funded by the state-owned 
National Railways of  Zimba-
bwe(NRZ).

Mugabe’s successor President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa has 
backed railway investment as 
part of his plans to turn around 
the economy.

But the outcome of the com-
muter train is a rare success in 
his efforts, which have 
struggled to produce 
concrete results.

“The presi-
dent and new 
g o v e r n -
m e n t 
a r e 

very supportive of the railways,” 
said Nyasha Maravanyika, the 
railways’ press relations chief, 
adding that talks were under 
way for an international con-
sortium to fund a full-scale re-
launch of the whole rail net-
work.

“We had to re-furbish old car-
riages to get this service going, 
and it has been a huge success,” 
Maravanyika said.

“The old  commuter  trains 
were suspended as the coaches 
and the signalling became more 
and more run-down.”

“People know that when they 
are on the train, they are on their 
way to work,” he added.

“It is an answer to their trans-
port blues. We are here to attract 
commuters as kombi fares rise 
-- that’s our job.”

‘heartbeat’ of the region
Maravanyika says just $10 

million would put the other 
four commuter lines back in op-
eration.

“We hope to re-open the other 
Bulawayo line next and, despite 
all the challenges, revive Zimba-
bwe’s railways,” he said. “They 
were the heartbeat of the south-
ern African rail network.”

Zimbabwe’s rail network -- 
which includes the dramatic 
line across the Victoria Falls 
into Zambia -- was built under 
British colonial rule, and at its 

peak in the 1990s had 600 lo-
comotives and 3,000 passen-
ger carriages.

Today it has less than 
100 locomotives and a few 
hundred carriages, running 
a threadbare schedule be-

tween major cities, 
and a much-reduced 
freight service car-
rying sugar, chrome 
and quarried stone.

The main line be-

tween Harare and Bulawayo 
-- opened in 1907 -- was once 
electrified,  but vandalism 
stripped it of its copper cables, 
signalling system and track 
motors. Today diesel-powered 
trains on the line are often huge-
ly delayed and drivers are often 
forced to communicate using 
text and WhatsApp messages, 
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A boy waits on a railway tracks A Zimbabwe’s National railways security officerA man searches for a vacant seatCommuters are seen in a filled commuter train

A commuter train known as the ‘Freedom Train’ approaches a station early morning in Cowdray Park township, in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe

Commuters wait to board a train heading for the city in 
Cowdray Park township, in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
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BARIA ALAMUDDIN

The European Parlia-
ment elections this May 
“promise to be the most 

calamitous that we have known,” 
a group of 30 leading intellectu-
als and Nobel laureates predict-
ed in a pro-European manifesto 
published last week. 

The contributors warn that 
Europe is “coming apart before 
our eyes” as a result of “the pop-
ulist forces washing over the 
continent.” Given the habitually 
low levels of participation in Eu-
ropean elections, right-wingers 
hope to mobilise their support-
ers and storm the corridors of 
power — despite their innate 
hatred of the EU’s democratic 
institutions and human rights 
norms. 

Unlike euroskeptics in the UK, 
the goal of mainland European 
right-wing populists isn’t to quit 
the EU, but to subvert it and take 
it over.

A couple of weeks ago, Italy’s 
hard-line Interior Minister Mat-
teo Salvini met leading Polish 
politician Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 
after which they announced 
an “Italo-Polish axis” to bring 
about a “new European spring” 
in May’s elections. 

Hungary’s Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban hailed this initi-
ative and urged “anti-migration 
politicians” to hijack European 
institutions. 

“The Warsaw-Rome axis is 
one of the most wonderful de-
velopments of the year so far,” 
Orban declared, commenting 
that the elections were a chance 
to bid farewell “to liberal de-
mocracy.” 

Austria’s far-right Interior 
Minister Herbert Kickl last 
week signalled his readiness to 
upturn the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights to impose 

harsher procedures for asylum 
seekers. 

“I believe in the principle that 
law should follow politics and 
not the other way round,” he 
ominously stated. This coin-
cided with hundreds of dem-
onstrators in Vienna marching 
in opposition to the far-right 
coalition, chanting: “Don’t let 
Nazis govern.” 

Galvanised by the current US 
administration, many European 
states are today characterised by 
ascendant far-right populists, 
united by their hatred of the 
EU’s liberal blueprint. Erstwhile 
Donald Trump ally Steve Ban-
non has taken it upon himself 
to try and unite these various 
xenophobic European trends. 

Vladimir Putin also plays a 
major role in nurturing these 
movements, while unleashing 
his online trolls to sabotage 
democratic processes. 

When I speak to senior Eu-
ropean security officials, they 
warn that far-right terrorism is 
a principal threat to European 
stability, with a rapid increase in 
attacks and activism since 2016. 

The UK police’s most senior 

counter-terrorism officer issued 
a public warning last week about 
the surge in far-right terrorism, 
with four potential attacks by 
such groups foiled over the past 
year. 

He expressed concern that 
extreme-right violence had ap-
parently been bolstered by the 
tensions fuelled by Brexit.

An explosive new survey 
highlighted that every single 
murder committed by extrem-
ists in the US during 2018 was 
attributed to the far right, rep-
resenting a 35 per cent rise in 
American extremist violence 
from 2017. 

Nearly three-quarters of ex-
tremist murders in America in 
the past decade are linked to 
right-wing domestic terrorism. 

The UK has experienced 12 
far-right terrorist attacks since 
2017, including the Finsbury 
Park Mosque attack, where a 
far-right terrorist drove a van 
into a crowd of worshippers. 

The slaughter of 11 worship-
pers at a Pittsburgh synagogue 
last year was the most visible 
manifestation of an increase in 
attacks against American and 

European Jews, with the UK log-
ging an average 100 anti-Semitic 
incidents every month during 
2018. 

“There has been a real and 
significant increase in far-right 
terrorist activity, particularly in 
the last two years,” one senior 
researcher commented. 

The problem with these au-
thoritarian far-right forces isn’t 
just that their racist ideologies 
are so detestable, but that they 
are aggressively seeking to sub-
vert European institutions and 

deploy the democratic system 
against itself. 

Once these elements capture 
power — at local and national 
levels — they shatter democrat-
ic institutions through a thou-
sand different methods: Gerry-
mandering electoral processes, 
co-opting the judiciary and 
media, tearing up legislation, 
enriching themselves through 
corruption and Mafioso activ-
ities, purging opposition ele-
ments, and manipulating public 
opinion.

Moderate British MPs op-
posed to a hard Brexit have been 
subjected to harassment and 
intimidation from nationalist 
protesters outside Parliament, 
fuelling a toxic climate very 
much at odds to what those of 
us living in the UK are accus-
tomed to. 

In an indication of the main-
streaming of extreme-right 
ideology, a new study shows 
that more than 40 percent of 
European votes for the populist 
radical right come from women. 
These groups have historically 
been dominated by men. 

With Angela Merkel soon to 

stand down and Emmanuel Ma-
cron facing rebellion in France, 
right-wing regimes in Poland, 
Italy, Hungary and Austria hope 
to exploit the May elections to 
wrest the steering wheel of con-
tinental policy-making away 
from the French and Germans. 
If they succeed, 

Europe would shift from 
being a beacon of progressive 
liberalism to a hothouse for ex-
porting populist authoritarian-
ism around the world. If they get 
their way, autocrats like Rodrigo 
Duterte, Putin, Bashar Assad, 
Nicolas Maduro, Xi Jinping, Ali 
Khamenei and Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan will become the rule, not 
the exception. The implications 
are particularly glaring after the 
genocide of the Rohingya people 
and the mass internment of up 
to a million Uighur in China 
— with scarcely a glimmer of 
a response from the “civilised” 
world. 

With the populist  r ight 
poised to consolidate its con-
tinent-wide position, where is 
the centre ground’s vision for 
rejuvenating Europe’s liberal 
heritage, offering voters a pos-
itive and progressive vision 
to improve lives, rather than 
fostering hatred and divisions? 
Where is the moderate majority 
willing to speak up for liberal 
democracy and human rights?

The European intellectuals in 
their manifesto warn that en-
lightened citizens must act now 
“or perish beneath the waves 
of populism.” With much of 
the citizenry across the West 
scarcely conscious of the exis-
tential threat that the far right 
poses, can the civilised world be 
mobilised in time to prevent an 
anti-democratic coup in the Eu-
ropean elections and push back 
this global tide of xenophobia 
and hatred?

(Baria Alamuddin is an award-winning 
journalist and broadcaster in the 

Middle East and the UK. She is editor 
of the Media Services Syndicate and 
has interviewed numerous heads of 

state.)

THE STRONGEST OF ALL 
WARRIORS ARE THESE TWO – 
TIME AND PATIENCE.
LEO TOLSTOY, WAR AND 
PEACE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Will far-right hijack of EU elections 
finish off liberal democracy?

Right-wing regimes hope to wrest the steering wheel of  
EU policy-making away from the French and Germans

C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

Overcome challenges in the journey of life 

I have reached 31. I have lived on this earth for 
around 11,160 days. What has gone is more than 
what is left. Usually on my birthday, I must 

have an hour or two to sit alone and reflect what 
I have done so far in my life. I’ve always heard the 
phrase (aim high) or (think big) but I never gave it 
a thought, well now I have and this is what I want 
to share with you. 

We are brought to this life for a reason; each 
individual has a message to share with the world 
to make it a better place. The world is becoming 
a bad place with people being alive but not living 
because they did not take the time to self-reflect, to 
do their homework, and to know why they are here. 
What message they should share with the world?  

When we pass by the graveyard, we definitely 
feel sad for the people we lost, but you should also 
feel sad for all those beautiful ideas and potentials 
that should have been brought to the world at 
a certain era and time when these people were 
alive, but they did not deliver their message due 
to many reasons.

Moreover, it is our responsibility to find a mes-
sage that we came to this world to deliver some-
thing and it is our responsibility to share this with 
the world. If we fall short from delivering this mes-
sage then we will fail in participating to make the 
world a better place for the upcoming generations.

Think big because you are chosen to come to 
this world, aim high because the world needs you 

and humanity depends on you to live your life to 
the fullest. Your feelings matter, your goals matter, 

fights for them with bravery because no one will 
fill your unique place in the world except you. Hu-
manity cannot cut loose somebody God gave you an 
exact message to deliver and only you have to do 
that job. When you have this mindset of thinking 
big, it will not matter if you had a fight with a loved 
one or partner. 

Remember, we belong to a species that survived 
many years. We survived what dinosaurs failed to. 
Why are we stuck with trivial problems that ob-
stacles our journey? Our beautiful souls are much 
stronger than what we think … much stronger. 
Don’t let circumstances or people determine who 
you are. 

Mohammed Al Aradi

An explosive new survey 
highlighted that every 

single murder committed 
by extremists in the US 

during 2018 was attributed 
to the far right. 
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published last week. 
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low levels of participation in Eu-
ropean elections, right-wingers 
hope to mobilise their support-
ers and storm the corridors of 
power — despite their innate 
hatred of the EU’s democratic 
institutions and human rights 
norms. 

Unlike euroskeptics in the UK, 
the goal of mainland European 
right-wing populists isn’t to quit 
the EU, but to subvert it and take 
it over.
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hard-line Interior Minister Mat-
teo Salvini met leading Polish 
politician Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 
after which they announced 
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about a “new European spring” 
in May’s elections. 

Hungary’s Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban hailed this initi-
ative and urged “anti-migration 
politicians” to hijack European 
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“The Warsaw-Rome axis is 
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Orban declared, commenting 
that the elections were a chance 
to bid farewell “to liberal de-
mocracy.” 

Austria’s far-right Interior 
Minister Herbert Kickl last 
week signalled his readiness to 
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tion on Human Rights to impose 
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onstrators in Vienna marching 
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coalition, chanting: “Don’t let 
Nazis govern.” 
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united by their hatred of the 
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Donald Trump ally Steve Ban-
non has taken it upon himself 
to try and unite these various 
xenophobic European trends. 

Vladimir Putin also plays a 
major role in nurturing these 
movements, while unleashing 
his online trolls to sabotage 
democratic processes. 

When I speak to senior Eu-
ropean security officials, they 
warn that far-right terrorism is 
a principal threat to European 
stability, with a rapid increase in 
attacks and activism since 2016. 

The UK police’s most senior 

counter-terrorism officer issued 
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with four potential attacks by 
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ging an average 100 anti-Semitic 
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“There has been a real and 
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just that their racist ideologies 
are so detestable, but that they 
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Greetings to fellow cit-
izens on Basant Pan-

chami, Sri Panchami and 
Saraswati Puja. May this 
festive occasion, which 
heralds spring and cele-
brates learning, spur us 
to expand the frontiers 
of education and knowl-
edge in our families, our 
society and our country 
#PresidentKovind

@rashtrapatibhvn
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WH Physician: Trump 
“ i n  v e r y  g o o d 

health... will remain so 
for the duration of his 
Presidency, and beyond.”

@Acosta

Th o s e  w h o  h a v e 
promised ‘Sunrise’ 

of Andhra Pradesh, got 
engaged in the ‘Rise’ of 
their ‘Son’ They prom-
ised schemes for poor 
of Andhra Pradesh but 
have put their stickers 
on Modi’s scheme for 
the state: PM @Naren-
draModi

@PiyushGoyal

Appreciate @Speak-
erPelosi‘s strong 

statement of support. 
The U.S. stands united 
in its support of Vene-
zuelan Interim President 
Juan Guaidó, and of the 
peaceful, constitutional 
transition to democracy 
in Venezuela.

@AmbJohnBolton

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

1999
Pluto crosses Neptune’s orbit, ending a nearly 
20-year period (since 1979) when it was closer to 
the Sun than the gas giant; Pluto is not expected to 
interact with Neptune’s orbit for another 228 years.

2001
A Dutch programmer launched 
the Anna Kournikova virus 
infecting millions of emails via a 
trick photo of the tennis star.

2006
U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney shot 
Harry Whittington, a 78-year-old Texas 
attorney, while participating in a quail 
hunt on a ranch in Riviera, Texas.

2008
Rebel East Timorese soldiers 
seriously wound President José 
Ramos-Horta. Rebel leader Alfre-
do Reinado is killed in the attack.

TODAY 
DAY IN 

HISTORY

PETER J JACQUES

Life and death for whole 
communities hang in the 
balance of achieving the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) that include eliminat-
ing poverty, conserving forests, 
and addressing climate change, 
passed by the United Nations 
unanimously in 2015. Take for 
example, the Indigenous Amazigh 
people who live in the mountains 
around Marrakech. They are rep-
resentative of people who need 
to be served first by sustainable 
development.

The High Atlas Amazigh people 
experience hard lives in small vil-
lages. Most work as day labourers 
and agriculturalists with barely 
enough income to support their 
families and heat their homes. 
Education is a major concern, but 
is hard to attain for a number of 
reasons. Sometimes families can-
not afford the subsequent costs of 
backpacks and books, even when 
the school is open and free. The 
challenge is especially difficult 
for girls, because, as one person 
explained, “How can fathers let 

their girls study if it is dark when 
they must travel?”   The effect 
of incomplete education is pro-
found, and when we asked one 
62-year-old man what he thought 
the greatest threats to the future 
were for his community, he did 
not have confidence in his own 
experiences, noting, “What can 
I say? I am not read [educated].”

Through a partnership of the 
University of Central Florida (Or-
lando), The Hollings Centre for 
International Dialogue (Wash-
ington DC and Istanbul), and the 
High Atlas Foundation (Mar-
rakech), we recently conduct-
ed field work in the High Atlas 
Mountains, speaking with the 
people there who poured their 
hearts out to us.

The most consistent message 
we heard from the people of the 
High Atlas was that the future 
hinges on water. One group told 
us that when things are good, it 
is because the rain is abundant 
and on time; things are very hard 
otherwise. They are worried that 
climate change will affect if the 
rains come, or that the rain will 
not “come in its time.” They have 
good reason to worry because 
climate change is expected to de-
crease precipitation significant-
ly, reducing streams, lakes, and 
groundwater.

Drought is a constant worry. 

The World Bank estimates that 37 
per cent of the population works 
in agriculture, meanwhile produc-
tion of cereal crops varies wildly 
due to annual variation of precip-
itation-- and 2018 was thankfully 
a bountiful year. Climate change 
will make the people of the High 
Atlas Mountains much more vul-
nerable while they are already 
living on the edge of survival. In 
one area, this change in precip-
itation timing and amount was 
already noticeable, resulting in a 
significant loss of fruit trees. In 
that same area, we were told that 
there is fear that there will be no 
water in twenty years, and that 
for these people who are deeply 
connected to the land, there will 
be “no alternatives.”

The High Atlas people are in 
an extremely vulnerable position. 
One group noted that they are 
so desperate for basic resources 
that they burn plastic trash to 
heat their water. Worse, they be-
lieve they have been left behind 
by society and that “the people 
of the mountains do not matter.” 
They feel that Moroccan socie-
ty is deeply unfair—there is no 
help for the sick, little support for 
education, little defence against 
the cold, and that, for some, cor-
ruption is the greatest threat to a 
sustainable future.

Consequently, civil society has 
an important role in achieving 
the SDGs. The High Atlas Foun-
dation has been working to help 
people in this region to organise 
themselves into collectives that 
decide both what the collective 
wants, and pathways to achieve 
those goals. Women have organ-
ised into co-ops that they own and 
they collect dividends from their 
products together. People in one 
coop lobbied the 2015 Conference 
of Parties climate meeting in Mar-
rakech. Men’s associations have 
developed tree nurseries that not 
only produce income, but which 
protect whole watersheds – and 
therefore some water for the fu-
ture. They are also participating 
in carbon sequestration markets. 
In this regard, the Marrakech Re-

gional Department of Water and 
Forest provides them carob trees 
and the authorisation to plant 
these trees on the mountains sur-
rounding their villages.

However, perhaps the most im-
portant element of these collec-
tives is that they give each person 
in them a voice. Leaders of these 
collectives have formal rights to 
approach the regional govern-
ments about their needs, and this 
voice would not be heard at all 
without the formal collective or-
ganisation. These organisations 
cannot replace government ser-
vices, but they do add capacity to 
the community.

Not only do these collectives 
lend people some influence over 
their current and their children’s 
lives, they love each other and 
they are not struggling alone. We 
witnessed profound solidarity. 
Repeatedly, the collectives told 
us “We love each other, we are 
one family,” “We are like one,” 
“We help each other,” and the 
conviction that “I will be with 
you.”The world is decidedly on 
an unsustainable path, so If we are 
going to meet SDGs, all the people 
like the people of the High Atlas 
Mountains must matter and their 
voice deserves to be heard.

(Peter J Jacques is a Professor of Polit-
ical Science at the University of Central 

Florida in Orlando, US.)

Civil society matters to the 
sustainable development goals

Education is a major concern, but is hard to attain for a  
number of reasons for the High Atlas Amazigh people

Amazigh women in a village with an association that cultivates an olive tree nursery.

The High Atlas people are 
in an extremely vulnerable 
position. One group noted 
that they are so desperate 

for basic resources that 
they burn plastic trash to 

heat their water. 
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The idea is to bring 
shale on the map of 

India or just close the 
chapter once and for 
all within three years

AN EXECUTIVE FROM ONE OF THE COMPA-
NIES WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING

Shaikh Rashid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, Minister of Interior, during a visit to Banagas pavilion at the 13th Professional 
Development Conference and Exhibition of American Society for Safety Professional, Middle East Chapter, from 28 to 
31 January 2019, with the Minister of oil. The conference tackled and discussed several challenges, including emergency 
management and fire protection systems. Minister of Interior presented an award to the company for backing the 
conference. The award was received by Khalid Mohamed Noor, Manager Engineering and Technical Services.

DHL Express 
names first 
Bahraini General 
Manager 

TDT | Manama

DHL Express, a leading 
global express and logis-

tics provider, has appointed 
Ali Aryan as the new Gener-
al Manager of its the Middle 
East and Africa distribution 
Hub and gateway facility, 
headquartered in Bahrain. 

Celebrating 31 years with 
DHL, Ali Aryan is the first 
Bahraini to hold this im-
portant position. Ali joined 
DHL in 1988 as a courier, and 
since then has held various 
positions within the com-
pany, including Customer 
Service and Telesales in the 
Bahrain Country Office. 

Ali Arya

Chery ARRIZO 6 in global top 10 best transmission cars
TDT | Manama

Chery vehicles, exclusively 
distributed by Motorcity in 

Bahrain, marked a major mile-
stone by winning the ‘Glob-
al Top 10 Best Transmission 
Cars’ for the Arrizo 6, which 
will be available in Bahrain  
soon.

The second Global Top 10 Best 
Transmissions Awarding Cer-
emony & the Second Interna-
tional Seminar on Transmission 
Technology Innovation was held 
in Beijing. 

Chery ARRIZO 6 which utilis-
es a CVT25 type transmission 
was unanimously praised for 
winning the prestigious Asian 
award. The competition, open 
to all global brands in the market 

saw Chery take the lead between 
mainstream JV car brands such 
as Volkswagen and General Mo-
tors.

Commenting on the occasion, 
Motorcity Chairman Waleed E 
Kanoo said: “Motorcity is proud 
to be the local partner of Chery 
in Bahrain and this award is a 
win for us as well. Chery cars 
have gained much popularity 
in Bahrain as more people are 
realising the true potential of 
Chinese products and their high 
quality, coupled with Motor-
city’s world-class service facility 
in Ma’ameer. We look forward 
to receiving an all-new line up 
of Chery models for 2019 which 
includes this award-winning AR-
RIZO 6.”

The CVT25 used in the 
ARRIZO 6 is a continuous-
ly variable transmission 
(CVT) developed through 
benchmarking interna-
tional advanced CVTs, 

and has many advantag-
es such as high efficiency, 

low Fuel consumption 
and lower noise levels 

giving better cabin com-
fort. Chery ARRIZO 6 Awarded Global Top 10 Best Transmission Cars

India asks firms to expedite 
shale  gas discovery efforts 

Reuters | New Delhi

India is looking to expedite 
discovery efforts to estab-
lish the country’s shale oil 

and gas potential and has asked 
companies to submit a plan, two 
industry sources said yesterday. 

In late 2013, India gave rights 
to Oil and Natural Gas Corp Ltd 
to explore for shale oil and gas 
reserves. However, after years 
of exploratory reserves, it has 
failed to find significant resourc-
es.

In January, India’s oil and gas 
regulator Directorate General 
of Hydrocarbons (DGH) held a 
meeting with representatives 
from various private and gov-
ernment companies to urge 
them to pursue shale resources 
in the oil and gas blocks already 
held by them, a source at the 
regulator said.

India imports almost half of 
its annual natural gas consump-

tion. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi wants India to be a gas-
based economy and increase 
the share of gas in the country’s 
energy mix to 15 per cent by 
2030 from 6.5pc now.

All coal bed methane (CBM) 
developers were invited to the 
meeting in January, the execu-

tive said.
“A joint group plan is also be-

ing explored which will act as 
a platform of knowledge and 
infrastructure sharing which 
could help in expediting shale 
development,” according to the 
executive.

Currently CBM gas is pro-
duced by three companies in 
India - Mukesh Ambani-owned 
Reliance Industries Ltd, Ruia 
brothers owned Essar Oil & Gas 
Exploration and Production Ltd 
and Great Eastern Energy Corp 
Ltd.

CBM is a kind of natural gas 
which is found in coal deposits.

State-owned Oil and Natu-
ral Gas Corp Ltd also has CBM 
blocks.

Currently the most promis-
ing region of shale deposits is 
around the eastern part of India 
called as Damodar Valley basin, 
where the first exploration for 
shale is expected to start.Prime Minister Narendra Modi (Courtesy of Telegraph India)

Britain’s May seeks 
more time from 
MPs for Brexit talks
London, United Kingdom 

The British government 
sought to win more 

time yesterday to secure EU 
concessions that could pass 
parliament and avert a cha-
otic split from the bloc on 
March 29.

Businesses and govern-
ments are on edge because 
Britain is just weeks away 
from its scheduled depar-
ture from the European pro-
ject after 46 years and still 
has no firm arrangements 
in place.

The UK parliament last 
month roundly rejected a 
Brexit deal Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May had sealed 
with the remaining 27 EU 
leaders.

IMF warns of economic “storm”
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

The International Monetary 
Fund yesterday warned 

governments to gear up for a 
possible economic storm as 
growth undershoots expec-
tations.   

“The bottom-line -- we see 
an economy that is growing 
more slowly than we had an-
ticipated,” IMF Managing Di-
rector Christine Lagarde told 
the World Government Sum-
mit in Dubai.

Last month, the IMF lowered 
its global economic growth 
forecast for this year from 3.7 
per cent to 3.5pc.

Lagarde cited what she 
called “four clouds” as the 
main factors undermining the 
global economy and warned 
that a “storm” might strike.

The risks include “trade ten-
sions and tariff escalations, fi-

nancial tightening, uncertainty 
related to (the) Brexit outcome 
and spillover impact and an 
accelerated slowdown of the 
Chinese economy”, she said.

Lagarde said trade ten-
sions -- mainly in the shape 
of a tariff spat between the 
United States and China, the 
world’s two biggest economies 
-- are already having a global  
impact.

“We have no idea how it is 
going to pan out and what we 
know is that it is already be-
ginning to have an effect on 
trade, on confidence and on 
markets,” she said, warning 
governments to avoid protec-
tionism.

Lagarde also pointed to the 
risks posed by rising borrow-
ing costs within a context of 
“heavy debt” racked up by gov-
ernments, firms and house-
holds.
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The outcome of the talks so far has 
been very positive and this is going 
to be one of the biggest-ever Saudi 

investments in Pakistan

PAKISTANI SENIOR FINANCE MINISTRY OFFICIAL

Saudi investments to aid Pakistan
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

A record investment pack-
age being prepared by 
Saudi Arabia for Pakistan 

will likely provide welcome re-
lief for its cash-strapped ally, 
while also addressing regional 
challenges, analysts say.

At the heart of the investment 
is a reported $10 billion refin-
ery and oil complex in the 
strategic Gwadar Port 
on the Arabian Sea, 
the ultimate destina-
tion for the massive 
multi-billion dol-
lar China Pakistan 
Economic  Cor-
ridor, which lies 
not far from the 
Indo-Iranian port 
of Chabahar.

T w o  S a u d i 
sources have 
confirmed 
t h a t 
heir 

apparent to the Gulf kingdom’s 
throne, Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, will visit Is-
lamabad shortly, without giving 
a date.

And a number of major in-
vestment deals are expected to 
be signed during a visit, officials 
from both countries have said.

Riyadh and Islamabad, dec-
ades-old allies, have been in-

volved for months in 
talks to hammer 

out details of 
the deals  in 

time for the 

high-profile visit.
“The outcome of the talks so 

far has been very positive and 
this is going to be one of the 
biggest-ever Saudi investments 
in Pakistan,” a Pakistani senior 
finance ministry official said. 

“We hope that an agreement 
to this effect will be signed dur-
ing the upcoming visit of the 
Saudi crown prince to Pakistan,” 
said the official, requesting an-
onymity.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported last month that both Sau-
di Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, Islamabad’s biggest 
trading partner in the Middle 
East, have offered Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
some $30 billion in investment 
and loans.

 Saudi lifeline
Riyadh investments are ex-

pected to provide a lifeline for 
Pakistan’s slumping economy 
which was downgraded in early 

February by S&P ratings agen-
cy from a B to a B-, Saudi 

economist Fadhl al-Boue-
nain said.

“Saudi investment to 
Pakistan comes within 
an economic aid pack-
age aimed at relieving 
the stress of external 
debt and a shortage 
of foreign currency, 
besides boosting the 
sluggish economy,” 
Bouenain said. 

The OPEC heav-
yweight also aims 
to achieve strategic 
and commercial 
goals with invest-

ments in infrastructure and re-
finery projects, he said.

Saudi Arabia and its Gulf part-
ner, the UAE, have already depos-
ited $3 billion each in Pakistan’s 
central bank to help resolve a 
balance of payments crisis and 
shore up its declining rupee.

They have also reportedly 
deferred some $6 billion in oil 
imports payments as Islamabad 
has so far failed to secure fresh 
loans from the International 
Monetary Fund.

Khan has already visited Ri-
yadh twice since taking office 
in July and in October attended 
a prestigious investment con-
ference.

Khan also visited Qatar and 
Turkey, as well as China seeking 
investments.

“One of the goals for Saudi 
Arabia expanding investments in 
refining worldwide is to secure 
market share and sustainable ex-
ports in the face of international 
competition,” Bouenain said.

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid 
al-Falih visited Gwadar in Jan-
uary and inspected the site for 
the proposed oil refinery at the 
deep sea port, just 70 kilometres 
(45 miles) away from its Iranian 
competitor, Chabahar.

He was quoted by local media 
as saying the kingdom was stud-
ying plans to construct a $10 bil-
lion refinery and petrochemicals 
complex in Gwadar.

Cutting supply times
Like most oil suppliers, the 

world’s top crude exporter 
has been investing heavi-
ly in refinery and petro-
chemicals projects across 

the globe to secure long-term 
buyers of its oil.

A pipeline from Gwadar to 
China would cut the supply time 
from the current 40 days to just 
seven, experts say.

Developed as part of China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative with 
investments worth some $60 
billion, Gwadar is being billed 
as a regional industrial hub of 
the future, easily accessible for 
Central Asia, Afghanistan, the 
Middle East and Africa.

“Pakistan needs a rich part-
ner to enter as a third party be-
sides China, capable of injecting 
needed cash,” Bouenain said.

But so far China has rejected 
other partners for the corridor 
that seeks to connect its western 
province Xinjiang with Gwa-
dar, including Saudi Arabia and 
UAE, said James M. 
Dorsey, a sen-
ior fellow 
at Singa-
p o r e ’ s 
S. Raja-
ratnam 
S c h o o l 
of Inter-
n a t i o n a l 
Studies.

This is de-
spite calls by 
Khan “for the 
Chinese invest-
ments to be re-
structured 
to in-

clude agriculture and job-cre-
ation sectors and not only in 
infrastructure”, Dorsey told AFP.

Any Saudi investment in Gwa-
dar will also have geopolitical 
dimensions, Dorsey said.

Iran late last year inaugurat-
ed Chabahar which provides a 
key supply route to landlocked 
Afghanistan and allows India to 
bypass Pakistan.

India has seen Chabahar as a 
key way both to send supplies 
to Afghanistan and to step up 
trade with Central Asia as well 
as Africa.

But Riyadh is not expected to 
get involved in any Indo-Paki-
stani rivalry and the kingdom 
also has major strategic energy 
deals with New Delhi, where 
demand for oil is growing fast.

Indeed in April, the Saudis 
signed a $44 billion deal to 

build a huge refinery and 
petrochemicals complex 

in western India.

Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia Imran Khan, Pakistan Prime Minister

Rotana to promote Bahrain’s 
tourism and hospitality sector 
TDT I Manama   

Rotana, one of the leading 
hotel management compa-

nies in the region with hotels 
across the Middle East, Africa, 
Eastern Europe and Turkey, 
has bolstered its collaboration 
with Bahrain Tourism and Ex-
hibition Authority (BTEA) and 
Gulf Air. 

Together with its partners, 
Rotana will undertake new in-
itiatives to promote the King-
dom’s tourism and investment 
opportunities in key interna-
tional markets, Guy Hutchin-
son, Acting CEO of Rotana, said 
at the ‘Rotana Hotels 2019 GCC 
Roadshow’.

Guy Hutchinson, Acting CEO 
of Rotana, said: “We expect 
to see a sharp rise in interna-
tional overnight visitation in 
the coming years on the back 
of new initiatives by both the 
public and private sectors 
to promote the Kingdom’s 
tourism. Furthermore, the 
country’s thriving meetings, 
incentives, conferences and 
exhibitions (MICE) industry 

and fast-growing FinTech eco-
system will further energize 
the travel and tourism sector, 
attracting new investments 
and visitors.”

Bahrain welcomed 10.3 mil-
lion tourists in 2018, up from 
9.7 million the previous year 
and experienced a 22.3 per 
cent increase in the number 
of tourism nights spent in the 
country to reach 9.8 million, 
compared with 8 million in 
2017. Similarly, the Kingdom’s 
hospitality sector saw positive 
growth in the average length 
of stay per tourist, which in-
creased by 18.9pc, from 2.4 
nights in 2017 to 2.8 last year.

Guy Hutchinson

Riffa Views taking a green step 

TDT | Manama 

Riffa Views yesterday signed 
a memorandum of under-

standing (MoU) with a leading 
renewable energy solutions 
company, Next Energy, for the 
deployment of a solar power 
system to generate electricity. 

The move, according to 
Osama Al Khajah, Chairman 

of Next Energy, will eliminate 
45,529 tons of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) from Riffa Views foot-
print. 

This, he said, is equivalent 
to planting 1,060,584 trees, or 
driving reduced by 145,659,066 
km, or 4,642,881 gallons of gas-
oline or displacing CO2 emis-
sions from the annual electric 
use of 5,154 homes or burning 
of 22,176 tons of coal.

Yasser Alraee, Managing 
Director of Riffa Views, stat-
ed: “Since inception, Riffa 
Views has used recycled wa-
ter for irrigation of common 
area landscaping, using its 
own treatment plant. The so-
lar power project is another 
major step towards creating 
a self-sustainable community 
that shall help to preserve the  
environment.”

Officials following the deal signing

S. Korea announces 
hike in payment for 
US troops
Seoul, South Korea

Seoul said yesterday it 
agreed to hike its pay-

ment for maintaining Amer-
ican troops on its soil.

The two countries have 
been in a security alliance 
since the 1950-53 Korean 
war, which ended with 
an armistice rather than a 
peace treaty -- with more 
than 28,000 US troops sta-
tioned in the South to guard 
against threats from Pyong-
yang.

But US President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly com-
plained about the expense 
of keeping American forces 
on the peninsula.

The negotiations ended 
with South Korea’s foreign 
ministry saying Seoul will 
pay about 1.04 trillion won 
(US$924 million) in 2019, 
8.2 per cent more than what 
it offered under a previ-
ous five-year pact which 
expired at the end of last  
year.
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Closing Bell
SAUDI   0.5 pc » 8,573 pts

DUBAI    0.5 pc » 2,530 pts

QATAR     0.6 pc » 10,441 pts

ABU DHABI  0.6 pc » 5,082 pts

EGYPT   » 14,764  pts

KUWAIT   » 5,442 pts

OMAN   0.2 pc » 4,158 pts

BAHRAIN    0.6 pc » 1,410 pts

 

Batelco hosts Risk & Assurance Group conference
TDT | Manama

Batelco, a leading digital solu-
tions provider in the King-

dom, in collaboration with the 
Risk & Assurance Group (RAG) 
UK held a conference recent-
ly at Batelco Headquarters,  
Hamala. 

Taking place for the first time 
in the Middle East, the confer-
ence was opened by RAG Chair-
man Rob Chapman followed by 
a keynote address delivered by 
Batelco’s Head of Business As-
surance, Mustafa Ali.

The conference covered 
a number of topics including 

Global Risk, Revenue Assur-
ance and Fraud Management 
in the Telecommunications  
sector.

Batelco Bahrain CFO Baha 
Tuncer said: “We welcomed 
100 experts representing over 
40 telecom operators and tel-
ecom vendors from more than 
20 countries to this conference 
which provided a great opportu-
nity for the telcos in the region 
to attend and understand global 
challenges the industry is fac-
ing, particularly related to risk, 
revenue assurance and fraud 
management.”

“Our aspiration and deter-
mination is to overcome those 

challenges altogether through 
sharing the best practices, in-

novative ideas, and leading the 
progressive transformation 

of the way we work,” Tuncer  
added.

Participants and officials from RAG and Batelco who attended the conference

Most Gulf markets decline
• Saudi loses 
momentum on banking, 
petrochemical shares

• Telco, Industries 
Qatar weigh on 
Qatari stocks

• Aldar, First Abu 
Dhabi Bank suffer 
in Abu Dhabi

• DAMAC down 3.2pc, 
weighing on Dubai

Reuters | Riyadh, Dubai

Most Gulf markets fell 
yesterday, led by Saudi 
and Qatari stocks, as 

investors cut positions in blue-
chip stocks after last week’s 
weakness in global stocks amid 
lingering uncertainty about the 
world economy.

Saudi stocks began the day on 
a positive note after a rally in 
construction and cement stocks 
following a royal decree to re-
imburse rising expatriate fees 
that will help labour-intensive 
sectors.

But weakness in key bank-

ing and petrochemical shares 
quickly changed investor sen-
timent. The benchmark index 
ended 0.5 lower with Al Rajhi 
Bank down almost 1 per cent 
and Saudi Basic Industries off 

by a similar margin.
Christine Lagarde, managing 

director of the International 
Monetary Fund, said on Satur-
day oil exporters have not ful-
ly recovered from the oil price 
shock of 2014.

However, news of the royal 
decree on expat fees still lift-
ed shares of cement and con-
struction companies. Eastern 
Province Cement ended almost 
1pc higher, Arab Cement rose 
1.9pc and construction firm 
AlKhodari added 0.6pc. 

The Saudi government is al-
locating 11.5 billion riyals ($3.1 
billion) under a scheme that 
reimburses some companies 
who struggled to pay steadily 
increasing fees for expatriate 
work permits in 2017 and 2018 

and waives the hikes for some 
unable to pay.

Qatar’s index fell 0.6pc with 
market heavyweight Industries 
Qatar dropping 0.7pc and Voda-
fone Qatar down 1.8pc.

Abu Dhabi shares were hit 
by selling in Aldar Properties 
which ended 1.9pc lower and 
First Abu Dhabi Bank which 
dropped 0.9pc.     

Dubai was dragged down 
by DAMAC Properties, which 
dropped 3.2pc. 

The firm has been hit hard by 
the property downturn in Du-
bai. EFG Hermes expects DAMAC 
to report a net profit of 214 mil-
lion dirhams ($58.28 million) in 
the fourth quarter, more than 
half what it reported in the same 
quarter in 2017.

A trader watching stock movements at a stock market in the Gulf (file)

Malabar Gold  opens 14th outlet in Saudi 
Manama 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds, 
one among the largest 

jewellery retailers globally with 
a strong retail network of 250 
outlets spread across 10 coun-
tries has launched its new store 
in KSA. 

The 14th  Showroom in Sau-
di Arabia was inaugurated on 
07th February by MP Ahammed, 
Chairman, Malabar Group in 
the holy city of Madina at Al 
Munawara. 

The new showroom is located 
in the holy shrine of Al Masjid 
Al Nabawi, near Gate #17. This is 
the 14th showroom of Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds in KSA. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
also opened a new outlet in Jed-
dah, Al Balad on 6th Feb. Both 
the outlets unveil a significantly 
large collection of traditional as 
well as contemporary designer 
jewellery. 

The new showrooms show-
case an exquisite collection of 
gold jewellery in 18K, 22K and 
24K alongside Diamond, Un-
cut diamond and precious gem 
jewellery handpicked for the 

jewellery lovers in KSA. 
To celebrate the launch of 2 

new stores, the company has an-
nounced some inaugural offers. 
Customers who make diamond 

jewellery purchase for every 
SAR 3,000 will get 1 gm gold coin 
absolutely free. Not only that, 
customers can avail Zero De-
duction on 22K (GCC) gold jew-

ellery exchange as well. These 
inaugural offers are only valid 
at the Jeddah Al Balad stores & 
Madina Munawara store until 
23 February 2019 only. 

The 14th showroom in Saudi Arabia at Madina Al Munawara near Masjid Al Nabawi was inaugurated by MP Ahammed, 
Chairman, Malabar Group in the presence of Dr. PA Ibrahim Haji, Co-Chairman, Malabar Group, Wasim Mohammed 
Al Qahtani, Partner Malabar Gold & Diamonds, KSA, Shamlal Ahamed, Managing Director – International Operations, 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds, Abdul Salam KP, Group Executive Director, Malabar Group, Gaffoor Edakkuni, Regional 
Director, Malabar Gold & Diamonds, other Directors, management team members on 7th February

IMF chief says ready 
to support Pakistan
Dubai, United Arab Emirates

International Monetary Fund 
chief Christine Lagarde yes-

terday met Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and 
assured him that IMF stands 
ready to support his country.

The meeting took place on 
the sidelines of the World 
Government Summit in Du-
bai, hosted by the United Arab 
Emirates, both IMF and prime 
minister Imran Khan’s office 
said. “I reiterated that the IMF 
stands ready to support Paki-
stan,” Lagarde said in a state-
ment following meeting Khan.

A team from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund visited 
Pakistan in November to dis-
cuss a possible bailout with of-
ficials, though the talks ended 
without agreement, but since 
then the government official 
said talks were still ongoing on 
a possible bailout.

Pakistan -- which has gone 
to the IMF repeatedly since the 
late 1980s -- is facing a balance 
of payments crisis.

“I also highlighted that de-
cisive policies and a strong 
package of economic reforms 
would enable Pakistan to re-
store the resilience of its econ-
omy and lay the foundations 
for stronger and more inclu-
sive growth,” said Lagarde, 

calling the meeting “good and 
constructive”.

Pakistan -- a regular bor-
rower from the IMF since the 
1980s -- last received an IMF 
bailout in 2013 to the tune of 
$6.6 billion.

Forecasts by the IMF and 
World Bank suggest the Pa-
kistani economy is likely to 
grow between 4.0 and 4.5 per 
cent for the fiscal year ending 
June 2019, compared to 5.8pc 
growth in the last fiscal year.

International Monetary Fund chief 
Christine Lagarde

Poverty not an obstacle to 
healthcare in Africa: Gates

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Billionaire philanthropist 
Bill Gates said yesterday 

that excellent basic health-
care that would prevent easily 
treatable but deadly conditions 
was achievable even in Africa’s 
poorest nations.

“The good news about 
health is that by spending 
modest amounts on the prior-
itised areas, you can get phe-
nomenal benefits,” he told AFP 
on the sidelines of the African 
Union summit in Addis Ababa.

“You don’t have to get all the 
way to middle-income before 

you can run a great primary 
healthcare system.”

The Microsoft founder 
mentioned interventions such 
as vaccines, safe delivery for 
mothers and the availability 
of antibiotic drugs as ways to 
drastically improve health out-
comes.

Gates, whose foundation has 
spent around $15 billion in Af-
rica since 2000, on Saturday 
took part in the launch of an 
initiative to increase invest-
ment -- mainly on the part of 
governments -- in the health 
sector.

Gates noted that while ef-
forts to improve healthcare in 
Africa have cut child mortality 
and increased life expectancy, 
“the numbers are still quite 
troubling”.

“If you look at the big killers 
of children, these are things 
that we have cheap interven-
tions for, diarrhoea, pneumo-
nia, malaria,” said Gates.

“The first  10 per cent 
of spending in rich coun-
tries gives you 90pc of the  
benefit.”

US philanthropist and Microsoft 
founder Bill gates
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OASIS JUFFAIR
1-COLD PURSUIT (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/DRAMA) NEW    

LIAM NEESON, EMMY ROSSUM, LAURA DERN
DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM 
DAILY AT (VIP): 12.45 + 3.15 + 5.45 + 8.15 + 10.45 PM 

2-THE LEGO MOVIE 2 (G) (ANIMATION/ACTION/AD-
VENTURE/COMEDY) NEW    

CHRIS PRATT, ELIZABETH BANKS, WILL ARNETT
DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA): 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 PM 

3-THE PRODIGY (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) NEW    
JTAYLOR SCHILLING, JACKSON ROBERT SCOTT, PETER 

MOONEY
DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 PM + 12.00 MN 

4-AMAVAS (15+) (HINDI/HORROR/ROMANTIC/
THRILLER) NEW 

NARGIS FAKHRI, SACHIN JOSHI, MONA SINGH, VIVAN 
BHATENA

DAILY AT: 1.15 + 11.30 PM 

5-THE DEBT COLLECTOR (15+) (ACTION/THRILLER) NEW    
SCOTT ADKINS, LOUIS MANDYLOR, VLADIMIR KULICH

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.30 + 9.15 PM

6- KUMBALANGI NIGHT (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) NEW    
FAHADH  FAASIL, SHANE NIGAM, SOUBIN SHAHIR

FROM THURSDAY 07TH 7.30 PM ONWARDS: 11.15 AM + 2.15 + 5.15 
+ 8.15 + 11.15 PM

7-NJHAN PRAKASHAN (PG) (MALAYALAM)   
FAHAD FAZIL, NIKHILA VIMAL

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 PM + 12.00 MN 

8-YATRA (PG-13) (TELGU/ MALAYALAM) NEW    
MAMMOOTTY, MAHESH ACHANTA, RAJSEKHAR ANING

FROM THURSDAY 07TH 10.30 PM ONWARDS:
DAILY AT (TELGU):1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM 
FROM THURSDAY 07TH 10.30 PM ONWARDS: 
DAILY AT (MALAYALAM): 11.00 AM + 4.00 + 9.00 PM

9-9 (PG-15) (MALAYALAM) NEW    
PRITHVIRAJ SUKUMARAN, PRAKASH RAJ, MAMTA 

MOHANDAS
DAILY AT: 3.00 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM

10-DHILLUKU DHUDDU 2 (PG-15) (TAMIL) NEW    
SANTHANAM, DEEPTI, SHRITHA SIVADAS

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 5.45 PM 

11-SPIDER MAN INTO THE SPIDER VERSE (PG) (ANI-
MATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

HAILEE STEINFELD, NICOLAS CAGE, MAHERSHALA ALI
DAILY AT (KIDS CINEMA):  11.45 PM

12-MANIKARNIKA: THE QUEEN OF JHANSI (PG-15) 
(DRAMA/ACTION/BIOGRAPHY)   

KANGANA RANAUT, DANNY DENZONGPA, SURESH OBEROI
DAILY AT: 1.45 + 6.30 + 11.15 PM

13-URI: THE SURGICAL STRIKE (15+) (HINDI/ACTION/
DRAMA) 

VICKY KAUSHAL, KIRTI KULHARI, PARESH RAWAL
DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 PM

 CITYCENTRE
1-COLD PURSUIT (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/DRAMA) NEW    

LIAM NEESON, EMMY ROSSUM, LAURA DERN
DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 11.30 + 1.00 + 2.00 + 3.30 + 4.30 + 6.00 + 
7.00 + 8.30 + 9.30 + 11.00 PM + 12.00 MN + (12.30 MN + 1.00 AM 
THURS/FRI)
DAILY AT (VIP I): 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM
DAILY AT (VIP II): 12.30 + 3.00 + 5.30 + 8.00 + 10.30 PM 

2-THE LEGO MOVIE 2 (G) (ANIMATION/ACTION/AD-
VENTURE/COMEDY) NEW    

CHRIS PRATT, ELIZABETH BANKS, WILL ARNETT
DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.15 + 3.30 + 5.45 + 8.00 + 10.15 PM 
DAILY AT (IMAX 2D): 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 PM 
DAILY AT (3D): 11.30 AM + 1.45 + 4.00 + 6.15 + 8.30 + 10.45 PM 

3-THE PRODIGY (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) NEW    
TAYLOR SCHILLING, JACKSON ROBERT SCOTT, PETER MOONEY

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 11.00 PM + 
(1.00 AM THURS/FRI)

4-THE DEBT COLLECTOR (15+) (ACTION/THRILLER) NEW    
SCOTT ADKINS, LOUIS MANDYLOR, VLADIMIR KULICH

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 PM + 12.00 
MN 

5-GLASS (PG-15) (THRILLER) 
JAMES MCAVOY, BRUCE WILLIS, SAMUEL L. JACKSON

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.45 + 5.15 + 7.45 + 10.15 PM + (12.45 MN THURS/
FRI)
DAILY AT (IMAX 2D): 9.15 + 11.45 PM 

6-THE UPSIDE (PG-15) (COMEDY/DRAMA)    
KEVIN HART, BRYAN CRANSTON, NICOLE KIDMAN

DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 PM

7-NADI ELREGAL EL SERI (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY)     
KARIM ABDULAZIZ, GHADA ADEL, MAJDE ALKIDDAWI

DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM + (12.30 MN 
THURS/FRI)

8-AQUAMAN (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE)    
JASON MOMOA, AMBER HEARD, NICOLE KIDMAN

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.45 + 5.45 + 8.45 + 11.45 PM 

9-HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN 
WORLD (PG) (ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

JCATE BLANCHETT, JONAH HILL, GERARD BUTLER
DAILY AT: 2.15 + 6.45 + 11.15 PM

10-REPLICAS (PG-15) (SCI-FICTION/THRILLER)     
KEANU REEVES, ALICE EVE, THOMAS MIDDLEDITCH

DAILY AT: 2.45 + 7.15 + 11.45 PM

11-DESTROYER (15+) (CRIME/THRILLER/DRAMA)
NICOLE KIDMAN, SEBASTIAN STAN, LUKE PASQUALINO

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 5.00 + 9.30 PM

12-JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN (PG) (COMEDY/
ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

ROWAN ATKINSON, OLGA KURYLENKO, EMMA THOMPSON
DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 10.30 PM 

13-RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) (ANIMATION/
ADVENTURE/COMEDY) 

JOHN C. REILLY, SARAH SILVARMAN, GAL GADOT
 DAILY AT: 12.00 + 4.30 + 9.00 PM 

14-THE MULE (PG-15) (CRIME/DRAMA/THRILLER) 
CLINT EASTWOOD, BRADLEY COOPER, TAISSA FARMIGA

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 3.00 + 7.30 PM + 12.00 MN

15-SPIDER MAN INTO THE SPIDER VERSE (PG) (ANI-
MATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

HAILEE STEINFELD, NICOLAS CAGE, MAHERSHALA ALI
DAILY AT: 12.45 + 5.15 + 9.45 PM 

SEEF (II)
1-THE LEGO MOVIE 2 (G) (ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVEN-
TURE/COMEDY) NEW    

CHRIS PRATT, ELIZABETH BANKS, WILL ARNETT
DAILY AT: 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM
DAILY AT (3D): 11.15 AM + 1.30 + 3.45 + 6.00 + 8.15 + 10.30 PM

2-THE PRODIGY (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) NEW    
*- TAYLOR SCHILLING, JACKSON ROBERT SCOTT, PETER MOONEY

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 10.30 PM 
+ (12.30 MN THUR/FRI)

3-THE DEBT COLLECTOR (15+) (ACTION/THRILLER) 
NEW    

SCOTT ADKINS, LOUIS MANDYLOR, VLADIMIR KULICH
DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 11.00 PM + 
(1.00 AM THURS/FRI)

4-VS. (15+) (DRAMA/MUSICAL) NEW 
CONNOR SWINDELLS

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 PM + 12.00 
MN 

5-AT ETERNITY’S GATE (PG-13) (DRAMA/BIOGRAPHY) 
NEW   

 WILLEM DAFOE, RUPERT FRIEND, OSCAR ISAAC
DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.00 + 6.15 + 11.30 PM 

6-AMAVAS (15+) (HINDI/HORROR/ROMANTIC/

THRILLER) NEW 
NARGIS FAKHRI, SACHIN JOSHI, MONA SINGH, VIVAN BHATENA

DAILY AT: 12.30 + 6.00 + 11.30 PM 

7- KUMBALANGI NIGHT (  ) (MALAYALAM) NEW    
FAHADH  FAASIL, SHANE NIGAM, SOUBIN SHAHIR

FROM THURSDAY 07TH: (12.45 MN THURS/FRI)

8-GLASS (PG-15) (THRILLER) 
JJAMES MCAVOY, BRUCE WILLIS, SAMUEL L. JACKSON

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 + 11.15 PM 

9-THE UPSIDE (PG-15) (COMEDY/DRAMA)    
 KEVIN HART, BRYAN CRANSTON, NICOLE KIDMAN

DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.45 + 11.30 PM

10-NADI ELREGAL EL SERI (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY)     
JKARIM ABDULAZIZ, GHADA ADEL, MAJDE ALKIDDAWI

DAILY AT: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 PM + 12.00 MN

11-AQUAMAN (PG-15) (ACTION/ADVENTURE)    
JASON MOMOA, AMBER HEARD, NICOLE KIDMAN

DAILY AT: 3.15 + 8.30 PM 

12-HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN 
WORLD (PG) (ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE) 

CATE BLANCHETT, JONAH HILL, GERARD BUTLER
DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 4.30 + 9.15 PM 

13-MANIKARNIKA: THE QUEEN OF JHANSI (PG-15) 
(DRAMA/ACTION/BIOGRAPHY)   

KANGANA RANAUT, DANNY DENZONGPA, SURESH OBEROI
DAILY AT: 3.15 + 8.45 PM

SEEF (I) 
1-COLD PURSUIT (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/DRAMA) NEW    

LIAM NEESON, EMMY ROSSUM, LAURA DERN
DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 12.00 + 1.30 + 2.30 + 4.00 + 5.00 + 6.30 + 
7.30 + 9.00 + 10.00 + 11.30 PM + (12.30 MN THURS/FRI)

2-YATRA (PG-13) (TELGU) NEW    
MAMMOOTTY, MAHESH ACHANTA, RAJSEKHAR ANING

FROM THURSDAY 07TH 10.30 PM ONWARDS:
DAILY AT (TELGU):11.30 AM + 4.30 + 9.30 PM
FROM THURSDAY 07TH 10.30 PM ONWARDS: 
DAILY AT (MALAYALAM): 2.00 + 7.00 PM + 12.00 MN 

3- KUMBALANGI NIGHT (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) NEW    
FAHADH  FAASIL, SHANE NIGAM, SOUBIN SHAHIR

FROM THURSDAY 07TH 7.30 PM ONWARDS: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 
5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM  

4- 9 (PG-15) (MALAYALAM) NEW    
PRITHVIRAJ SUKUMARAN, PRAKASH RAJ, MAMTA MOHANDAS

DAILY AT: 1.15 + 6.30 + 11.45 PM 

5-DHILLUKU DHUDDU 2 (PG-15) (TAMIL) NEW    
SANTHANAM, DEEPTI, SHRITHA SIVADAS

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 4.00 + 9.15 PM 

6-NJHAN PRAKASHAN (PG) (MALAYALAM)     
FAHAD FAZIL, NIKHILA VIMAL

DAILY AT: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM 

SAAR

1-COLD PURSUIT (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/DRAMA) NEW    
LIAM NEESON, EMMY ROSSUM, LAURA DERN

DAILY AT: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 PM + (11.15 PM 
THURS/FRI)

2-THE LEGO MOVIE 2 (G) (ANIMATION/ACTION/AD-
VENTURE/COMEDY) NEW    

CHRIS PRATT, ELIZABETH BANKS, WILL ARNETT
DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + (11.00 PM THURS/
FRI)

3-THE PRODIGY (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) NEW    
TAYLOR SCHILLING, JACKSON ROBERT SCOTT, PETER 

MOONEY
DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 3.30 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 9.30 + (11.30 PM 
THURS/FRI)

4-THE DEBT COLLECTOR (15+) (ACTION/THRILLER) 
NEW    

SCOTT ADKINS, LOUIS MANDYLOR, VLADIMIR KULICH
DAILY AT: 9.15 + (11.15 PM THURS/FRI)

5-HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN WORLD 
(PG) (ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE)    

CATE BLANCHETT, JONAH HILL, GERARD BUTLER
DAILY AT: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 PM

AL HAMRA
1- KUMBALANGI NIGHT (PG-13) (MALAYALAM) NEW    

FAHADH  FAASIL, SHANE NIGAM, SOUBIN SHAHIR
FROM THURSDAY 07TH 7.30 PM ONWARDS: 3.00 + 9.00 PM + 
(12.00 MN THURS/FRI) 

2-NJHAN PRAKASHAN (PG) (MALAYALAM) 
FAHAD FAZIL, NIKHILA VIMAL

DAILY AT: 12.00 + 6.00 PM

WADI AL SAIL
1-COLD PURSUIT (15+) (ACTION/CRIME/DRAMA) NEW    

LIAM NEESON, EMMY ROSSUM, LAURA DERN
DAILY AT: 11.15 AM + 1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.00 +  9.15 + 9.30 + 11.30 
+ 11.45 PM + 12.00 MN

2-THE LEGO MOVIE 2 (G) (ANIMATION/ACTION/AD-
VENTURE/COMEDY) NEW    

CHRIS PRATT, ELIZABETH BANKS, WILL ARNETT
DAILY AT: 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 PM
DAILY AT (3D): 12.00 + 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 PM 

3-THE PRODIGY (18+) (THRILLER/HORROR) NEW    
TAYLOR SCHILLING, JACKSON ROBERT SCOTT, PETER MOONEY

DAILY AT: 11.45 AM + 1.45 + 3.45 + 5.45 + 7.45 + 9.45 + 11.45 PM

4-THE DEBT COLLECTOR (15+) (ACTION/THRILLER) NEW    
SCOTT ADKINS, LOUIS MANDYLOR, VLADIMIR KULICH

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 1.30 + 3.30 + 5.30 + 7.30 + 9.30 + 11.30 PM 

5-THE UPSIDE (PG-15) (COMEDY/DRAMA)    
KEVIN HART, BRYAN CRANSTON, NICOLE KIDMAN

DAILY AT: 11.30 AM + 4.15 + 9.00 PM

6-NADI ELREGAL EL SERI (PG-15) (ARABIC/COMEDY)     
KARIM ABDULAZIZ, GHADA ADEL, MAJDE ALKIDDAWI

DAILY AT: 2.00 + 6.45 + 11.30 PM

English actor and martial artist Scott Adkins 
combines raw physical power and every-
man charm in ways that can be tricky for 

filmmakers to showcase properly. 
His new movie, “The Debt Collector,” isn’t 

great, but it’s an ideal vehicle for Adkins, who gets 
to spend almost the entire film cracking skulls or 
chatting with a mate.

Adkins plays French, a gym owner who gets so 
far behind on his bills that he’s forced to take a job 
as a mob enforcer. He’s paired with veteran goon 

Sue (Louis Mandylor), who schools him on which 
of their “appointments” will likely turn violent 
and which merely involve terrifying unprepared 
L.A. yuppies into paying what they owe.

Writer-director Jesse V. Johnson keeps the 
setup simple before pivoting to the film’s plot. 
French and Sue are hired by one of their boss’ 
untrustworthy associates, who asks them to track 
down somebody who maybe doesn’t deserve to 
be hassled.

The story is slim and uninvolving. “The Debt 

Collector” is better when it’s staying in a Quen-
tin Tarantino/“Pulp Fiction” vein, following 
two bruisers as they cruise through ironically 
sunny suburbs and office parks, beating up 
pasty losers.

Johnson tries too hard to make all his mayhem 
meaningful, to minimal effect. Still, this picture 
should entertain Adkins’ growing base of fans, 
who ought to appreciate that the star gets more 
freedom than usual to be delightful as well as 
dangerous.

‘The Debt Collector’ is an interesting, yet messy showcase for Scott Adkins

A scene from ‘The Debt Collector’ 

Loosely based on the character of 
Jimmy Boyle, The Debt Collector 
explores themes of forgiveness, 

revenge, change and the macho cul-
ture of modern urban Scottish life

KNOW WHAT
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Pitt spotted outside Aniston’s party
Los Angeles

Actor Brad Pitt stood 
outside a hotel where 
his former wife Jen-

nifer Aniston was celebrat-
ing her 50th birthday party.

Aniston had a celebration 
on Saturday for her birth-
day, which falls on Monday. 
Pitt was spotted outside the 

party, people.com reported.
The 55-year-old “War Ma-

chine” star made a casual 
entrance at the hotel, with 
his long hair slicked back 
underneath a cap.

Party guests included 
Pitt’s ex Gwyneth Pal-
trow, plus Aniston’s 
ex John Mayer and his 
ex Katy Perry, who was 
joined by beau Orlando 
Bloom.

Zac Efron  
undergoes surgery
Los Angeles

Actor Zac 
Efron 

is recov-
e r i n g 
f r o m  a 
s u r g e r y 
after tear-
ing his liga-
ment.

T h e 
31-year-old actor shared 
an Instagram photograph 

from his hospital bed on 
Friday, revealing that 

he had to have surgery 
after tearing his ACL 

ligament while snow-
boarding, reports daily-
mail.co.uk.

“I tore my ACL shredding 
the gnar, but all is good. I 
opted for surgery so I can 
come back stronger than 
ever,” he wrote.

Efron gave credit to his 
surgeon and his team at 
Kerlan-Jobe Surgery Cen-
tre. “I’ll keep you updat-
ed as I heal and progress! 
Thanks for all the love and 
positivity!”

On his Twitter account, 
Efron, who stars in the 
new Ted Bundy biopic “Ex-
tremely Wicked, Shocking-
ly Evil and Vile”, shared 
two more photographs of 
him. He is seen on a wheel-
chair outside the medical 
facility.

Charlie Sheen offers 
tips to Lindsay Lohan
Los Angeles

Actor Charlie Sheen, who cel-
ebrated one year of sobriety in 
December 2018, has encouraged ac-

tress Lindsay Lohan to “stay the course” in 
her sobriety journey.

“I always had tremendous affection for 
her. I can totally relate to 

some of the stuff she 
had gone through, 
was going through. 
(I’d) just tell her, just 
stay the course. You 

can’t change the past, 
but they would not call 

it that if it was not, 
right?” he told us-

magazine.com.
Lohan had insisted she has put 

her partying ways behind her, and 
is now focused on running her 
own chain of nightclubs instead 
of spending her time partying in 
them.

Ariana Grande opens 
up about how split 
with Pete impacted 
‘Thank U, Next’
Los Angeles

American singer Ariana 
Grande recently revealed 

that there were three versions 
of her latest hit song ‘Thank 
U, Next’ and opened up about 
how her split with ex-fi-
ance-comedian Pete Davidson 
impacted the track’s lyrics.

The pop singer recently 
appeared on the ‘Zach Sang 
Show’ and talked about how 
her split with Pete, reported 
E! Online.

‘Thank U, Next’ includes 
Pete’s name as well as her 
other ex-boyfriends Big Sean, 
Ricky Alvarez and late rapper 
Mac Miller. The track was re-
leased in November, a month 
after she and Pete ended 
their brief engagement.

Kate 
Winslet held her 

breath underwater for 
7 minutes for ‘Avatar’ sequel: 

Cameron
Los Angeles

Filmmaker James Cameron says Oscar-winning 
actor Kate Winslet was “excited” about doing 
the underwater scenes for “Avatar” sequel. 

The director revealed that the actor could hold her 
breath for seven minutes during the training for the 
underwater sequences.

“She was really excited about doing the water work 
and at her peak, I think she held her breath for seven-and-
a-half minutes not during the scene but just during the 
training. She was regularly doing two-or-three minute 
scenes, underwater acting and swimming,” Cameron 

told Vulture. 
‘No, she was a dream on Titanic as well.” 

Winslet joins Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, 
Sam Worthington, Oona Chaplin, Stephen Lang 

and David Thewlis in the sequel to Cameron’s 
2009 fantasy action film.

“Avatar 2” is scheduled to release in 
December 2020.
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Baftas 2019: Roma and 
The Favourite win big

London

Netflix black and white film “Roma” 
picked up the top prize at the BAF-
TAs on Sunday, scooping Best Film 

as well as Director, while costume romp 
“The Favourite” took the most honors at 
the British awards ceremony.

Alfonso Cuaron’s semi-autobiographical 
film, about a domestic worker in 1970s 
Mexico, has won a string of prizes this 
awards season, further cementing its path 

to potential Oscar success.
On Sunday, the critically-acclaimed mov-

ie had four wins, including Cinematogra-
phy and Film Not In The English Language.

“I am seriously touched this film has 
been received the way it has been received,” 
Cuaron said in his acceptance speech for 
the top director prize.

Period drama “The Favourite”, in which 
Olivia Colman stars as Britain’s 18th cen-
tury Queen Anne, won seven BAFTAs, in-
cluding Outstanding British film, Original 

Screenplay, Production Design, Costume 
Design and Make Up and Hair.

Colman, who portrays the monarch as 
frail and tempestuous, won the Leading 
Actress category, a victory that had been ex-
pected by many. Her co-star Rachel Weisz 
scooped the Supporting Actress prize, an 
award for which fellow “The Favourite” 
star Emma Stone was also nominated.

“We’re having an amazing night aren’t 
we,” Colman told her fellow “The Favour-
ite” nominees as she picked up the award.

“This is for a lead. As far as I’m con-
cerned, all three of us are the same and 
should be the lead. This is for all three of us. 
It’s got my name on it, but we can scratch 
in some other names.”

Rami Malek took the Leading Actor prize 
for his portrayal of late Queen frontman 
Freddie Mercury in the Queen biopic “Bo-
hemian Rhapsody”, adding to his Golden 
Globe and Screen Actors Guild Award 
wins for the role. The film also won the 
Sound prize.



14 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2019

For Reservations, Call:Umm Al Hassam 17728699 Seef District 17364999

Pitt spotted outside Aniston’s party
Los Angeles

Actor Brad Pitt stood 
outside a hotel where 
his former wife Jen-

nifer Aniston was celebrat-
ing her 50th birthday party.

Aniston had a celebration 
on Saturday for her birth-
day, which falls on Monday. 
Pitt was spotted outside the 

party, people.com reported.
The 55-year-old “War Ma-

chine” star made a casual 
entrance at the hotel, with 
his long hair slicked back 
underneath a cap.

Party guests included 
Pitt’s ex Gwyneth Pal-
trow, plus Aniston’s 
ex John Mayer and his 
ex Katy Perry, who was 
joined by beau Orlando 
Bloom.

Zac Efron  
undergoes surgery
Los Angeles

Actor Zac 
Efron 

is recov-
e r i n g 
f r o m  a 
s u r g e r y 
after tear-
ing his liga-
ment.

T h e 
31-year-old actor shared 
an Instagram photograph 

from his hospital bed on 
Friday, revealing that 

he had to have surgery 
after tearing his ACL 

ligament while snow-
boarding, reports daily-
mail.co.uk.

“I tore my ACL shredding 
the gnar, but all is good. I 
opted for surgery so I can 
come back stronger than 
ever,” he wrote.

Efron gave credit to his 
surgeon and his team at 
Kerlan-Jobe Surgery Cen-
tre. “I’ll keep you updat-
ed as I heal and progress! 
Thanks for all the love and 
positivity!”

On his Twitter account, 
Efron, who stars in the 
new Ted Bundy biopic “Ex-
tremely Wicked, Shocking-
ly Evil and Vile”, shared 
two more photographs of 
him. He is seen on a wheel-
chair outside the medical 
facility.

Charlie Sheen offers 
tips to Lindsay Lohan
Los Angeles

Actor Charlie Sheen, who cel-
ebrated one year of sobriety in 
December 2018, has encouraged ac-

tress Lindsay Lohan to “stay the course” in 
her sobriety journey.

“I always had tremendous affection for 
her. I can totally relate to 

some of the stuff she 
had gone through, 
was going through. 
(I’d) just tell her, just 
stay the course. You 

can’t change the past, 
but they would not call 

it that if it was not, 
right?” he told us-

magazine.com.
Lohan had insisted she has put 

her partying ways behind her, and 
is now focused on running her 
own chain of nightclubs instead 
of spending her time partying in 
them.

Ariana Grande opens 
up about how split 
with Pete impacted 
‘Thank U, Next’
Los Angeles

American singer Ariana 
Grande recently revealed 

that there were three versions 
of her latest hit song ‘Thank 
U, Next’ and opened up about 
how her split with ex-fi-
ance-comedian Pete Davidson 
impacted the track’s lyrics.

The pop singer recently 
appeared on the ‘Zach Sang 
Show’ and talked about how 
her split with Pete, reported 
E! Online.

‘Thank U, Next’ includes 
Pete’s name as well as her 
other ex-boyfriends Big Sean, 
Ricky Alvarez and late rapper 
Mac Miller. The track was re-
leased in November, a month 
after she and Pete ended 
their brief engagement.

Kate 
Winslet held her 

breath underwater for 
7 minutes for ‘Avatar’ sequel: 

Cameron
Los Angeles

Filmmaker James Cameron says Oscar-winning 
actor Kate Winslet was “excited” about doing 
the underwater scenes for “Avatar” sequel. 

The director revealed that the actor could hold her 
breath for seven minutes during the training for the 
underwater sequences.

“She was really excited about doing the water work 
and at her peak, I think she held her breath for seven-and-
a-half minutes not during the scene but just during the 
training. She was regularly doing two-or-three minute 
scenes, underwater acting and swimming,” Cameron 

told Vulture. 
‘No, she was a dream on Titanic as well.” 

Winslet joins Zoe Saldana, Sigourney Weaver, 
Sam Worthington, Oona Chaplin, Stephen Lang 

and David Thewlis in the sequel to Cameron’s 
2009 fantasy action film.

“Avatar 2” is scheduled to release in 
December 2020.
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Baftas 2019: Roma and 
The Favourite win big

London

Netflix black and white film “Roma” 
picked up the top prize at the BAF-
TAs on Sunday, scooping Best Film 

as well as Director, while costume romp 
“The Favourite” took the most honors at 
the British awards ceremony.

Alfonso Cuaron’s semi-autobiographical 
film, about a domestic worker in 1970s 
Mexico, has won a string of prizes this 
awards season, further cementing its path 

to potential Oscar success.
On Sunday, the critically-acclaimed mov-

ie had four wins, including Cinematogra-
phy and Film Not In The English Language.

“I am seriously touched this film has 
been received the way it has been received,” 
Cuaron said in his acceptance speech for 
the top director prize.

Period drama “The Favourite”, in which 
Olivia Colman stars as Britain’s 18th cen-
tury Queen Anne, won seven BAFTAs, in-
cluding Outstanding British film, Original 

Screenplay, Production Design, Costume 
Design and Make Up and Hair.

Colman, who portrays the monarch as 
frail and tempestuous, won the Leading 
Actress category, a victory that had been ex-
pected by many. Her co-star Rachel Weisz 
scooped the Supporting Actress prize, an 
award for which fellow “The Favourite” 
star Emma Stone was also nominated.

“We’re having an amazing night aren’t 
we,” Colman told her fellow “The Favour-
ite” nominees as she picked up the award.

“This is for a lead. As far as I’m con-
cerned, all three of us are the same and 
should be the lead. This is for all three of us. 
It’s got my name on it, but we can scratch 
in some other names.”

Rami Malek took the Leading Actor prize 
for his portrayal of late Queen frontman 
Freddie Mercury in the Queen biopic “Bo-
hemian Rhapsody”, adding to his Golden 
Globe and Screen Actors Guild Award 
wins for the role. The film also won the 
Sound prize.
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New Zealand
T Seifert st Dhoni b Yadav             43
C. Munro c H.Pandya b Yadav            72
K. Williamson c Yadav b Ahmed         27
Grandhomme c Dhoni b Kumar       30
D. Mitchell not out                    19
R. Taylor not out                      14
Extras: (lb 4, wd 3)                    7 
Total: (for 4 wickets; 20 overs)        212
India
S. Dhawan c Mitchell b Santner         5
R. Sharma c Seifert b Mitchell         38
Shankar c Grandhomme b Santner   43
R. Pant c Williamson b Tickner         28
Pandya c Williamson b Kuggeleijn    21
M. Dhoni c Southee b Mitchell           2
D. Karthik not out                     33
K. Pandya not out                      26
Extras: (lb 1wd 11)                    12
Total: (for 6 wickets; 20 overs)       208

The morale-boosting 
victory for New Zea-

land came after being 
whipped 1-4 by India in 
the earlier ODI series

Black Caps clinch India T20 series 
• India fell short by 
agonising four runs 
to lose the three-
match series 1-2

• Southee holds 
his nerve to clinch 
victory for the hosts

AFP | Hamilton, New Zealand

Colin Munro’s explosive 
72 set up a four-run win 
for New Zealand over 

India in a cliff-hanger finish to 
yesterday’s Twenty20 match in 
Hamilton, handing the hosts a 
2-1 series victory.

India looked to be on the 
ropes when they needed 47 off 
the last three overs. 

But Dinesh Karthik and Krun-
al Pandya together plundered 32 
off overs 18 and 19 before Tim 
Southee restricted the duo to 11 
in the 20th.

“It was obviously touch-and-
go there for us,” said Munro 
whose whirlwind knock at the 
start of the match laid the plat-
form for New Zealand’s 212 for 
four with India 208 for six at 
the close.

The morale-boosting victory 
for the Black Caps gave captain 
Kane Williamson something 
to smile about after they were 
whipped 4-1 by India in the ear-
lier one-day international series. 

“It came down to the last cou-
ple of balls and it’s nice to come 
out on the right side,” he said.

It was a more sombre mood 
in the India dressing after Rohit 
Sharma had won the toss and 

defied convention by not batting 
first in a series decider, saying 
his team preferred to chase re-
gardless.

“It was pretty disappointing 
to not get over that finishing line 
but I thought we fought really 
well till the end,” he said.  

“We started off really well 
with the ODI series and we want-
ed to do well here with the T20.”

It was a vital knock from Mun-
ro, whose position in the New 
Zealand side ahead of the World 
Cup had been in question after 
a string of failures in the ODI 
and Twenty20 matches against 
India. 

But he was on song from the 
start of the decider, charging 
down the track to smack Bhu-

vneshwar Kumar over the rope 
with the first ball he faced to 
kick off a flying partnership with 
Tim Seifert.

The pair raced to 80 in the 
eighth over when the lightning 
hands of MS Dhoni had Seifert 
stumped by a hair’s breadth for 
43. 

Munro’s belligerence saw him 
face just 40 balls in his innings, 
flaying the bowling with five 
fours and five sixes. He was re-
moved by Kuldeep Yadav when 
he skied a ball to Hardik Pandya 
running in from long-on. 

Kane Williamson (27) fell in 
the next over when he pulled 
a rising delivery from Khaleel 
Ahmed to Yadav at fine leg.

C o l i n  d e  G r a n d h o m m e 

chimed in with 30 off 16 to en-
sure New Zealand passed the 
critical 200 mark for the second 
time in the series.

Vijay Shankar took an equally 

aggressive stance at the start of 
India’s chase and the visitors 
were up at the required run rate 
through the first half of their 
innings, but were unable to es-
tablish partnerships.

Rishabh Pant belted a four 
and two sixes with his first three 
scoring shots and raced to 28 
off 12 before he became debu-
tant Blair Tickner’s first victim, 
swiping at a full toss that was 
caught at mid-wicket. 

Sharma made 38, Hardik Pan-
dya’s brief cameo produced 21 
while MS Dhoni, feted as the 
master finisher, could only make 
two in a brief stay at the crease.

With the game slipping away 
from India, Dinish Karthik 
pounded the boundaries with 
33 off 16 deliveries while Krunal 
Pandya made 26 off 13 but they 
ended up four runs short.

New Zealand next host Bang-
ladesh in a series of three ODIs 
and three Tests.

New Zealand’s Tim Seifert plays a shot

KNOW WHAT

Hasan’s tight win headlines fifth 
round of national karting sprints 
TDT | Manama

Hussain Hasan was the star 
of stars this past Friday in 

the fifth round of the Bahrain 
Rotax Mojo Max Challenge 
(BRMMC), held as part of the 
2018/2019 Bahrain Karting 
Sprint Championship (BKSC) at 
Bahrain International Karting 
Circuit (BIKC) in Sakhir.

The Absolute Racing ace 
clinched first place in the Max 
category of the highly compet-
itive BRMMC, narrowly beating 
out three of his other team-
mates who were all within just 
six-tenths of a second from him.

Also victorious in the meet-
ing were Essa Al Dossary in the 
Max Masters category, Fahad 
Al Muqla in the Juniors class, 
Jacob Topp amongst the Mini 
karters and Luca Kane Hought-
on in the Micro class.

Abdulla Buhindi, meanwhile, 
triumphed in the 2018/2019 
Bahrain Sprint Sodi W Series 
(BSSWS), which is also a part of 
the BKSC.

All the action was held along 
BIKC’s 1.414-kilometre Commis-
sion Internationale de Karting 
(CIK) Track.

Hasan was on the winning 
end of one of the season’s 
tightest finishes in the 15-lap 
Max final. He clinched the 
chequered flag in a total time 
of 13mins 54.422secs – just 
0.071secs ahead of runner-up 
Raed Raffii and 0.278secs ahead 
of third-placer Khaled Abdulla. 
Mohammed Mattar was also in 

the thick of the fight, finishing 
just 0.630secs to take fourth 
place.

Each of the three other 
karters are also members of 
Absolute Racing, giving their 
team a dominant result in the 
race. Hasan added to his win by 
also posting the best lap time in 
the final of 55.106secs.

Earlier, in the Pre-Final, 
Mattar broke the track’s fast-
est lap record with a time of 
55.090secs.

In the Max Masters catego-
ry, Aldossary of ED Racing tri-
umphed in 14mins 12.772secs, 
winning ahead of Fred Clark.

Fahad followed suit in the 
Juniors class, winning their 
final sprint, also over 15 laps, 
in 14mins 16.940secs. The Do-
JoMoto Racing ace beat out 
the Absolute Racing tandem 
of Omar Alderyaan and Lew-

is Smith, who took the other 
podium spots after finishing 
1.860secs and 1.886secs be-
hind, respectively. Alderyaan 
had the Juniors’ fastest lap of 
55.628secs.

In the Mini final, Jacob led 
sister Xanda Topp to complete 
an Absolute Racing one-two. 
Jacob completed the nine-lap 
race in 9mins 04.847secs, a nar-
row 0.180secs ahead of Xanda. 
Shanthosh Kumar of DoJoMoto 
Racing came third 6.713secs 
back.

Luca rounded out the BRM-
MC’s winners after topping the 
Micro category. The DoJoMoto 
Racing talent completed their 
nine-lap final in 9mins 21.532s. 
Gracie Rose Grantham of Ab-
solute Racing followed right 
behind while Luca’s teammate 
Louis Elnabulsi completed 
their podium.

Office boys services 
scrapped
TDT | Manama

The services of office 
boys at different gov-

ernmental and private sec-
tors will be scraped today, 
just one day remaining 
ahead of the 2019 Bahrain 
Sports Day, set to take place 
in different parts of the 
country.

With 48 hours remain-
ing for this year’s festivities, 
authorities representing 
ministries, companies and 
institutions have interacted 
with the organizing com-
mittee initiative to avoid us-
ing electric elevators at its 
premises to promote sport 
as a healthy lifestyle.

The executive commit-
tee, meanwhile, contin-
ued its arrangements in 
preparation for this year’s 
activities. The committee 
members made visits to Isa 
Town Sports City, near the 
National Stadium in Riffa, 
where they inspected the fa-
cilities that will embrace the 
already-set programmes.

Assistant Undersecretary 
for Resources and Services 
at the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism, 
and member of the Organiz-
ing Committee Abdulaziz Al 
Ashraaf, said he is pleased 
for the ministry’s engage-
ment in this sporting event.

He said the ministry’s in-
volvement is in line with 
directives of Minister of 
Industry, Commerce and 
Tourism Zayed Al Zayani, 
and HRH Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, the 
Prime Minister, to allocate 
half a working day in all of 
the country’s ministries for 
sports activities.

Young footballers of Al Shorooq and Al Noor playgrounds at Muharraq Governorates collect football gifts from the 
supervising committee of the Al Firjan Playgrounds. The initiative, aimed to promote sport from a very young age and 
discover promising football talents, gave a morale boost to the youngsters. A team from the Bahrain Olympic Committee 
visited both playgrounds and met with young football hopefuls while encouraging them to continue play football

Eagles cruise past Smile Mart
TDT | Manama

Pak Eagles beat Smile Mart 
by 3 wickets in CBA division 

C match.
Smile Mart won the toss and 

elected to bat first and scored 
145 at the end of 25 overs, Zafar 
was the top scorer with 54 runs 
while Noor took three wickets 
for Eagles. Chasing the target 
Eagles opener Hussain scored 
76 runs in 49 balls that helped 
his team to reach the target in 
24th over to won the match by 
3 wickets. Suhaib took 3 wickets 
for Smile Mart

Brief Score: Pak Eagles 146/7 
in 23.1 overs (Hussain 76, Nis-
ar 23, Suhaib 3/28) beat Smile 

Mart 145/8 (Zafar 54, Noor 
3/18) by 3 wickets.

Other Match Results
BNL Titans 179/6 in 25 overs 

(Ibrar 57, Saleem 46, Shahid 
2/17) beat Fog Printing 97/10 
(Anil 29, Fawad 6/26, Rathan 
2/20) by 82 runs

Pak CC 188/5 in 25 overs (Ab-
dur Rahman 82, Zubair 35, Wa-
seem 2/19) beat Brave Warri-
ors 147/10 (Usman 40, Kamran 
4/17, Jawad 3/33) by 41 runs

Rebel II 110/5 in 23.4 overs 
(Shanawaz 32, Atif 2/9) beat 
Young Star 109/9 (Hakeem 29, 
Shazad 2/8) by 5 wickets

Unique CC 125/5 in 22.5 overs 

(Faris 33, Ali 29) beat Indian 
Delights 124/10 (Shabeer 35, 
Jijo 2/21) by 5 wickets

G4S Legends 94/4 in 14.4 
overs (Irfan 30, Prashant 20) 
beat Infonas 93/10 (Syed 20, 
Arif 3/9) by 6 wickets

Rebel CC 142/5 in 22.1 overs 
(Vaibhav 54, Vishal 25, Sufi-
yan 2/13) beat Azeem CC 141/9 
(Fazal 38, Gopi 3/20) by 5 wkts

Central Café 176/10 (Danny 
74, Umer 3/36) beat Bassali Ti-
gers 81/10 (Shehzad 18, Sachin 
2/8) by 95 runs

Karnataka Royals 133/5 in 
20.4 overs (Gaja 27, Charan 40) 
beat Waqas Pak 132/7 (Haris 35, 
Gajendra 3/21) by 5 wkts.

Action from karting race at BIKC



Man City thrash Chelsea 
Manchester City hit Chelsea for six to go top once more

• Sergio Aguero 
smashes sublime hat-
trick to humiliate Sarri

AFP | Manchester

Sergio Aguero grabbed a hat-
trick as Manchester City 
scored four times inside 25 

minutes to thrash Chelsea 6-0 
and leapfrog Liverpool again to 
top spot in the Premier League 
on goal difference yesterday.

Aguero should have had even 
more than three as the Argentine 
missed a glorious early chance 
and hit the bar in the second-half 
in a humiliating afternoon for 
Maurizio Sarri’s men.

Raheem Sterling started and 
ended the scoring and Ilkay 
Gundogan also netted in the 
first quarter of the game as City 
ended what could have been a 
testing week with a trip to Ever-
ton in between the visits of Arse-
nal and Chelsea with maximum 
points.

Jurgen Klopp’s men maintain 
the advantage of a game in hand, 
but handed a reprieve by Liver-
pool’s draws against Leicester 
and West Ham in recent weeks, 
City look determined to become 
the first side in a decade to retain 
the Premier League.

Chelsea on the other hand slip 
to sixth with the scale of the de-
feat sure to raise further doubts 
over Sarri’s future.

A 4-0 defeat to Bournemouth 
in their last away game was 

Chelsea’s heaviest league defeat 
since 1996.

And this was their worst loss 
in any competition since 1991 
after failing to recover from 
Sterling’s fourth-minute opener.

Eden Hazard went to sleep 
from Kevin de Bruyne’s quickly 
taken free-kick and Bernardo 
Silva had acres of space to cross 
for the England international to 
fire home.

Pep Guardiola had described 
this match as a “final” for his 

side given that Chelsea had a 
week to prepare, while City 
ground out a 2-0 win at Everton 
on Wednesday.

Guardiola fell to the floor 
in exasperation when Aguero 
somehow side-footed wide with 
his easiest chance of the game 
moments later.

But the Catalan coach need 
not have worried that would 
prove a costly miss as Ague-
ro made amends in stunning 
fashion by blasting into the top 

corner from 25 yards to double 
City’s after just 13 minutes.

Aguero had a simple task to 
make it 3-0 six minutes later 
when he pounced on Ross Bar-
kley’s slack header towards his 
own goal.

And Gundogan’s shot from 
the edge of the area then had 
too much power for the world’s 
most expensive goalkeeper Kepa 
Arrizabalaga to compound Chel-
sea’s woes.

Such was the defensive col-

lapse at the other end, Gonza-
lo Higuain had little chance to 
shine but the Argentine striker 
was unfortunate not to score 
his third goal in as many league 
starts for Chelsea when Ederson 
turned over his dipping volley 
five minutes before the break.

That was as much of a re-
sponse as Chelsea mustered, 
though, and it only got worse 
for Sarri’s chances of keeping his 
job in the second period.

Aguero missed his first chance 

to seal a second hat-trick in two 
games when he headed against 
the crossbar.

But when Sterling was too 
quick for Cesar Azpilicueta and 
chopped down by the Spaniard 
inside the area, Aguero coolly 
slotted home from the penalty 
spot to move level with Liver-
pool’s Mohamed Salah as the 
Premier League’s top scorer on 
17 for the season.

Even after Aguero went off to a 
standing ovation, City’s strength 
in depth shone through as Ga-
briel Jesus, Riyad Mahrez and 
David Silva came off the bench.

And Silva’s pass opened the 
visitors up again for the sixth 
as he picked out Oleksandr 
Zinchenko who crossed for Ster-
ling to tap home.

Tottenham sink Leicester to stay in title hunt 
Goals from Davinson Sanchez, Christian Eriksen and Son Heung-min extinguished a spirited Leicester

• Spurs cash in on 
Jamie Vardy penalty 
miss to beat Leicester

AFP | London

Tottenham kept alive their 
bid to gate-crash the Pre-
mier League title race as 

Davinson Sanchez’s first goal 
for the club and Hugo Lloris’s 
penalty save inspired a 3-1 win 
over Leicester yesterday.

Mauricio Pochettino’s side 
took the lead through Sanchez’s 
first half header, but they were 
indebted to Lloris for keeping 
out Jamie Vardy’s spot-kick after 
the interval at Wembley.

Christian Eriksen netted mo-
ments later and although Vardy 
got one back, Son Heung-min’s 
late strike ensured third-placed 
Tottenham clinched a fifth win 
in their last six league games.

The north Londoners are five 
points off the top of the table as 
they try to catch pace-setters 
Liverpool and Manchester City.

While Tottenham are still 
outsiders to win their first Eng-
lish title since 1961, their ability 
to stay in contention, despite 
injuries to key players Harry 
Kane and Dele Alli suggests they 
shouldn’t be completely written 
off.

This gritty success was the 
ideal preparation for hosting 

Borussia Dortmund in the 
Champions League last 16 first 
leg on Wednesday.

Leicester have lost four of 
their last five league games, in-
creasing the pressure on un-
der-fire boss Claude Puel.

Puel has reportedly lost the 
support of several influential 
players, including England 
striker Vardy, who was left 
on the bench for the first 60 
minutes before coming on to 
miss the penalty with his first  
touch.

With the Dortmund clash 
looming on Wednesday, Pochet-
tino tweaked his team, leaving 
out Toby Alderweireld and Lu-
cas Moura and recalling Fernan-
do Llorente.

Llorente was caught napping 

early on when Harry Maguire 
evaded the Spanish striker’s 
marking and met James Maddi-
son’s free-kick with a towering 
header that Hugo Lloris tipped 
over.

That chance was symptomatic 
of a disjointed start from Tot-
tenham.

Leicester’s Harvey Barnes 
was allowed too much space 
in the penalty area  as he raced 
onto Youri Tielemans’ pass, but 
a poor finish wasted a gilt-edged 
chance.

Finally piecing together an in-
cisive raid, Tottenham were fu-
rious when Son’s penalty appeal 
ended in a booking for diving 
after Maguire stuck out a leg to 
halt the South Korean.

Pochettino’s men channelled 

their frustration into a sustained 
assault on the Leicester goal.

Danny Rose’s surging run 
ended with a close-range effort 
that brought a good save from 
Kasper Schmeichel.

Tottenham kept pressing and 

were rewarded with a well-
worked 33rd minute opener.

Trippier’s short corner found 
the unmarked Christian Erik-
sen and he whipped a pin-point 
cross towards Sanchez six yards 
from goal.
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English Premier League
Tottenham Hotspur 3                -  1 Leicester City

Manchester City 6                -  0 Chelsea

Italian Serie A 
Bologna 1                -  1 Genoa

Atalanta 2                -  1 SPAL

Sampdoria 0               -  1 Frosinone

Torino 1                -  0 Udinese

Sassuolo 0               -  2 Juventus

German Bundesliga
SV Werder Bremen 4                -  0 FC Augsburg

Fortuna Düsseldorf 2                -  0 VfB Stuttgart

Spanish La Liga
Leganes 3                -  0 Real Betis

Valencia CF 0                -  0 Real Sociedad

Sevilla 0               -  1 Eibar

French Ligue 1
Montpellier 2                -  2 Monaco

Nantes 2                -  4 Nîmes

Toulouse 1                -  1 Reims

Guingamp 0                -  2 Lille

Rennes 3                -  0 St Etienne 

KNOW WHAT

Chelsea are now 
sixth, behind Arsenal 

on goals scored, 
having surrendered 

an apparently healthy 
goal difference 

advantage over the 
course of one after-

noon

Davinson Sanchez of Tottenham Hotspur scores his team’s first goal under 
pressure from Harry Maguire of Leicester City

Sergio Aguero of Manchester City scores his team’s second goal

Nantes pay final 
tribute to Sala, 
Monaco held
Reuters | Paris 

Nantes paid a final trib-
ute to former strik-

er Emiliano Sala in a 4-2 
home defeat against Nimes 
in Ligue 1 yesterday, three 
days after the Argentine was 
confirmed dead in a plane 
crash.

Sala, 28, had been flying 
from Nantes in western 
France to Wales on Jan. 21 
to make his debut for Pre-
mier League team Cardiff 
City when the single-en-
gined Piper Malibu aircraft 
disappeared over the sea.

There was a minute of ap-
plause before kickoff and a 
representative from Cardiff 
City came to La Beaujoire 
Stadium to hand the French 
club a shirt from the Welsh 
side. La Beaujoire was at 
capacity after tickets were 
sold for nine euros ($10.20) 
in reference to Sala’s shirt 
number.

Fans also chanted a song 
in memory of Sala in the 
ninth minute of the game.

Nantes took control of 
the match in the first half, 
opening a two-goal lead af-
ter a goal by Kalifa Couli-
baly and a Majeed Waris 
penalty. However, Nimes 
fought back after the break 
and prevailed thanks to 
goals by Baptiste Guillaume, 
Antonin Bobichon, Jordan 
Ferri and Sada Tihoub.

*Scores as of closing


